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Abstract

Spatial Reorganization around the
Crossroad(T"=##7) Area during the Goryeo
Chungnyeol Era

Oh Youbin
Department of Korean History
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study examines the spatial reorganization that occurred in the
Crossroad(+ =) area during the Goryeo Chungnyeol era, focusing
on the extensive reconstruction of Gaegyeong after the devastating
Mongol invasions. Following the reconstruction, the main palace (/K
W) gradually transformed into a ceremonial space, while the
Crossroad area emerged as the new central residential space for the
Goryeo royal family. As a result, the Crossroad area surpassed its
previous status as a bustling commercial district, becoming the
epicenter of governmental operations within Gaegyeong.

The Mongol invasions led to the decline of the primary residence
of the Goryeo royal family, the main palace (A&#). Subsequent
financial difficulties, coupled with a weakened central authority,
delayed restoration efforts for Gaegyeong. Consequently, the main

palace’s functions were limited to ceremonial events, and the king’'s
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residence and administrative activities were relocated to the
historically significant Crossroad (1"7ff) area , which served as a
vital commercial hub and transportation nexus in Gaegyeong.
Gradually, the main palace’s significance as a governing space
diminished as it shifted its focus towards ceremonial functions.

During the Goryeo Chungnyeol era, when Gaegyeong reconstruction
was in full swing, the main palace’s reduced role with its ceremonial
functions persisted. The king's primary residence during this time
was the Sapan-Palace (D¥%), the former residence of King
Wonjong. Additionally, the Sunyeong-Palace (F%£%) underwent
significant reconstruction to accommodate the Great Princess of Qi
(BEBIKEAT, Jeguk daejang gongju) at the heart of the Crossroad
area. Consequently, the central residential space of the Goryeo
monarchs solidified in the central part of the capital since the Mongol
invasions, with the Sunyeong—Palace also assuming a representative
role for Goryeo in diplomatic relations.

Upon completion of the Great Hall CKJ#) in Sunyeong-Palace, King
Chungnyeol officially moved there. The Palace not only became the
residence of the imperial princesses but also served as the king's
abode, where routine administrative affairs were conducted. As the
Palace partially absorbed the functions of the main palace, the
Crossroad area gradually replaced it as the central administrative
space within Gaegyeong.

Furthermore, the Residences of Bureaucrats and temples within
Gaegyeong played auxiliary roles in the monarch’s governance. As
the central governing spaces formed outside the main palace (ARH),
the residences of the officials became significant auxiliary spaces for
the king. This led to the establishment of splendid official residences

in close proximity to the king’s activity area. Additionally, while the
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temples in and around Gegyeong retained their original locations,
those situated in the central part of the capital assumed new
functions and statuses. The evolution of the capital of Goryeo around
the Crossroad area was symbolized by the tower Yangnu J5t¥),
representing the new center of the city.

As the central residential space of the Goryeo royal family
solidified around the Crossroad( "##) area , major government
institutions underwent reorganization. Core government agencies,
previously situated in the main palace to cater to the king's needs,
experienced extensive rearrangement when the main palace lost its
status as the Kking’'s primary residence. Key bureaucrats and
institutions were relocated to the Crossroad area for the king's
convenience. Additionally, the serving (f$Z%) and guarding (f§%#)
organization responsible for assisting the monarch in governance and
protection gradually grew in size. This expansion was inevitable as
the king's residence was situated outside the dual walls of the capital

and the royal palace.

Kewwords: Gaegyeong, King Chungnyeol, The Crossroad(+ =)
Area, the residence of the king(#f#), Reorganization of the
Capital
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