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279) “The Chief of Staff United States Army (Collins) to the Commander in
Chief Far East (Clark)”(1953.5.30.) FRUS1952-1954 vol.15 part.l doc.563

280) “The President of the Republic of Korea (Rhee) to President Eisenhower”
(1953.5.30.) FRUS1952-1954 vol.15 part.l doc.565; “The Ambassador in Korea
(Briggs) to the Department of State”’(1953.6.3.) doc.570; “The Ambassador in
Korea (Briggs) to the Department of State”(1953.6.5.) doc.575
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President of the Republic of Korea (Rhee) to the Assistant Secretary of
State for Far Eastern Affairs (Robertson)” (1953.7.1.) FRUS1952-1954 vol.15
part.2 doc.651l; “The Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs
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Conversation, by the Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs
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Abstract

Rhee Syngman’s Conception on ROK-US
Alliance and the Development of US

Diplomacy

Song, Jaegyoung
Department of Korean History

The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study analyzes how Syngman Rhee’s conception on the
R.O.K-U.S. alliance developed into the Korean government’s
diplomatic practices towards the U.S. from 1948 to 1960. Syngman
Rhee’s diplomatic engagement had its impact on the Korea-U.S.
relationship. Existing studies on the R.O.K-U.S. alliance have not
sufficiently identified the building process of the alliance, the
foundations, the dynamics, and the actual characteristics of the
R.OK.-US. conflicts that derived from the Korean president’s
perceptions. This study argues how Syngman Rhee’s personal ideas
on the alliance regulated Korean government’s foreign policy toward
the United States, and caused conflicts between Korea and United
States. The diplomatic measures taken by Koreans caused confusions
because they often changed their contents and logics according to the

changes in the international situations or U.S. domestic politics, which
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solely decided by the South Korean president himself. Therefore, this
study has its significance in terms of broadening the historiographic
views towards Syngman Rhee’s policy: it provides an opportunity to
re—evaluate Syngman Rhee’'s diplomacy toward the United States
more comprehensively and objectively.

Syngman Rhee’s main purpose for building the Korea— U.S. alliance
was to pursue the path of military unification, and he expected to
obtain a full support from the United States. He wanted South Korea
to serve as a military base for the United States, and for the Korean
military to play a decisive role 1n fighting for the American
anti—communist front. He believed that if so, the U.S. would support
Korea as much as possible, focus much on aiding South Korea
instead of Japan, and later on, would support his unification plan by
force. Syngman Rhee had a picture that not only establishing the
alliance an important issue, but also, he sought to enhance his
position as the anti—-communist leader in East Asia, and also South
Korean status in this regard.

On the other hand, the U.S. did not highly value Korea's military
value, and the US policy toward South Korea mainly aimed at her
stabilization. The difference between Syngman Rhee and the United
States served as a major driving force behind the conflicts between
the United States and Korea throughout the Syngman Rhee
administration. During his administration, the R.O.K-U.S alliance
concluded. However, the difference between the two sides led the two
governments into various forms of conflicts. As a result, these
conflicts and Syngman Rhee’s attempts to stir the U.S. government
and publicity severed Korean national interests since South Korea had
to rely on the U.S. aid and security commitments at the time.

While Syngman Rhee’s ideas for the alliance between South Korea
and the United States caused several conflicts with the United States,

Korean officials and private advisors of the president sometimes
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compromised with the United States federal government. The official,
diplomatic measures taken by South Korean government include the
acceptance of the US draft of US-Korea Mutual Defense Treaty by
Byun Young-tae, Kim Yong-sik, and Robert T. Oliver at the
Syngman Rhee-Dulles meeting in 1953. Byun Young-tae and Oliver
supported the All-Korea election under U.N. supervision during the
Geneva Conference in 1954. The Korean cabinet decided to take a
step forward on downsizing Korean Army in order to relieve financial
strains. From the standpoints of Korean national interests, they
sometimes sought a compromise between the president’s instructions
and the proposals given out by the U.S.

Nevertheless, Syngman Rhee attempted to change the contents and
the characteristics of the R.O.K-U.S. alliance based on his own ideas,
and tried to maintain the Korean military as many as possible to
enhance Korea’'s military status in the alliance. Syngman Rhee’s plan
for the alliance and administration of state affairs always focused on
maintaining South Korean military power, which frustrated the efforts
of Korean officials to pursue economic development plans in the late
1950s. Syngman Rhee’s authoritarianism and the dwindling Korean
economy resulted in the April Revolution(4.19) and the collapse of the

Syngman Rhee regime.

keywords : Rhee Syngman, ROK-US Alliance, US Diplomacy,
Unification by force, March to North, ROK-US Relations
Student Number @ 2014-30019
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