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Abstract

A Study on the Park Kyung-ri's

Literature

- Focusing on the Phenomenon of Escaping

Real Spaces in Novels-

Chen, Yutong
Department of Korean Language & Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Throughout her life, Park Kyung-ri, as a writer, faced the
looming threat of war and depicted the Korean society and
history of the wartime in her novels. Her literary works can be
divided into three stages: early short stories, mid-length novels,
and the later Land series. Her masterpiece, “The Land,” delves
into the stories of rural villagers migrating to cities during the
urbanization process after the Korean War and the 6.25 War,
providing a profound examination of social issues through the
transformation of Korean identity and life. This novel is set
against the backdrop of rural areas and social reality in Korea,

primarily addressing issues of poverty and social oppression.
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“The Land”™ has exerted significant influence on Korean literary
history and is considered one of Korea's representative literary
works.

Meanwhile, the early short stories transcend the writer's
personal realm and delve into broader themes. In the mid-length
novels, themes evolve from personal farewells and encounters,
sorrows, and joys to encompass a deeper interest in society and
the nation. Furthermore, the significant position occupied by
Park Kyung-ri's novels in the literary world serves as a bridge
connecting the aforementioned works. This interconnectedness is
evidenced by the many stories and settings from the novels being
repurposed in “The Land.” The study of Park Kyung-ri's novels
can have a profound impact not only on research centered
around “The Land” but also on exploring the essence of Park
Kyung-ri’s literary world.

This study delves into the phenomenon of ‘escaping from
spaces’ frequently experienced by female characters in Park
Kyung-ri's novels. The aim of this research is to explore the
impact of such phenomenon on women's lives and the
establishment of their subjectivity, as well as to satisfy the
curiosity regarding its relevance to Park Kyung-ri's real-life
experiences. Through this investigation, the study seeks to offer
a fresh perspective to the study of Park Kyung-ri's literature.

The term ‘escaping’ is a concept derived from Deleuze and
Guattari's notion of ‘deterritorialization,” which represents the act
of a group or an individual rejecting imposed constraints and
breaking free to find their own subjectivity.

Chapter 2 analyzed the portrayal of domestic spaces by the

writer Park Kyung-ri in a negative way. The domestic space was
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depicted as a place of oppression for women, where only
shadows remained, and where men exercised control and
dominance.

Chapter 3 delves into the analysis of “Curse of Kims's
Daughters’,” through the character Yongbin, exploring her
journey of escaping the hometown multiple times and breaking
free from psychological dependence to grow into a stronger
woman. The act of leaving the hometown reflects Yongbin's
transition from being ensnared by romantic fantasies, religious
beliefs, and romantic relationships to maturing into a more
resilient individual. In contrast, those who fail to break away
from the hometown or become engrossed in religion and love
face the consequences of their tragedies.

Chapter 4 focused on the market space. In the works of this
period, it was observed that female characters transition from
spaces with predominantly intimate characteristics, such as
homes and hometowns, to spaces with more public attributes,
such as markets and the nation.

Through the analysis of other works, it becomes apparent
that women not only escape from restrictive confines but also
break free from the whirlpool that limits their self-identity. This
process of “escaping from spaces” can be interpreted as a rite of
passage for the growth of female agency. Although we currently
inhabit diverse spaces, our sensitivity to these environments
tends to be paralyzed, and our interest wanes. Realizing that our
actions are indeed influenced by our surroundings, we can begin
to contemplate other aspects of life beyond the constraints of
our present spaces. This realization serves as the starting point
of this study.
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