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Abstract

A Study on the Reproduction of

Park Kyung—ri's Postwar Novels

YANGYANG ZHANG
Department of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This paper attempts to examine the representation of
Apres—girl in Park Kyung—ri's postwar novels in the category
of genderized perception of the Korean War. Accordingly, this
paper aims to analyze short and long novels published in the
1950s and 1960s by Park Kyung—ri, focusing on the fact that
“post—war’ still belongs to the post—war 1960s after the April
19 Revolution.

Labor is scarce, especially after the Korean War, due to the
death and disappearance of men. Korean men try to dominate
women by attaching the symbol “Apres—Girl” to women who
engage 1n social activities to regain their damaged subjectivity

and return to the position of domination. In Park Kyung-—ri's
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postwar novels, female characters were described as
characters that were the opposite of pure figures. These
characters appear as unfaithful, wandering women who commit
adultery or have relationships with multiple men. These
women are often expelled from Korean society or have tragic
endings, and return to their traditional family appearance. This
may seem to be consistent with the social discourse on
women at the time, but the problem 1s that the author gave an
overly fixed image to female characters. For example, there
are innocent, wise women, or extremely self—indulgent women.
Even women who adapt well to and obey the patriarchal family
system seem to have the energy of compromise, revolution,
obedience and rebellion. Therefore, we have no choice but to
think about why women are shaped like this.

Chapter 2 of this paper examines the process by which
“Apres—Girl” felt social demands through romantic love. The
narrative of ‘romantic love” is a characteristic of Park
Kyung—ri's novel, and the author reveals that she discovers
the 1lls and oppression hidden behind romantic love through the
process of describing women’s fantasies and fantasies about
“romantic love”. Park Kyung—ri exposes and criticizes snobbery
postwar society and humans through their eyes.

In Chapter 3, Park Kyung—ri explores the way “Saint” and
“Witch” exist in the novel and the meaning of “Magical” of
“Witch” emphasized by the author. Park Kyung—ri reveals the
double standard of women in the society of the time due to
the confrontation between women who are subordinate to
traditional gender norms and women who are not. The writer

obscures the line between the saint and the witch by
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emphasizing that the witch’s magical body also exists.
Post—war society tries to return to a male—centered society
by excluding women who are not subordinate to traditional
gender norms through Afregal discourse. In this sense, the
witch 1s a Byron—style hero who challenges social norms and
a victim of male—centered social violence.

Chapter 4 examines the changes in Afghanistan after the
April 19 Revolution. Park Kyung—ri shows the changes of
women around the 1960s through female characters that are
not at all tied to social demands such as Joo Sil in 7The Field
at Sunset and Soo Ok in Pasi. These women are not criticized
for the post—war Apres—Girl discourse, but are the subjects
of interrogation of the modernity represented by young people
and men without being included in the existing order. These
women dream of a new world through interrogation and

questioning of modernity.
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