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Abstract
A Study on Oh Kyu-won’'s
Product and Advertisement

Poems

— Focused on Symbol Manipulation of

Dominant Culture -

KIM Chaekyung
Korean Language and Literature Major
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Oh Kyu-won, in light of fixed policies and systems, understood
civilized and capitalized age as <supervised society> and perceived
‘language’ as standardized and degraded. Furthermore, after realizing
that fixed language can’'t describe the truths of the world, he
embarked on literary activities by scrutinizing the question “What is
poetic language?” Based on the reflective thinking that all languages
have already been imbued with existing concepts, he adopted the
attitude of striving to do away with the concepts covering language
and world.

In order to look into Oh Kyu-won's poetic understanding with

regard to 1980s’ consumerism capitalistic society and materialism

_98_



tendencies, this study aimed to focus on the Western culture’s
imperialistic invasion. This can be clarified based on the sociocultural
context transforming into modern times. After the First World War,
the flow of rapid modernization and globalization resulted in the
existing traditional imperialism being unable to maintain hegemony in
its original coercive manner. Instead, the Western countries’ ideology
chose the strategy of constantly exercising control in the form of
‘culture’. In that sense, the series of processes by the Western
countries trying to maintain control by hiding the ideology
‘high—context culture’ in products and advertisements can be defined
as ‘dominant culture’'s symbol manipulation’. The dominant culture’s
symbol manipulation process can be explained through the insight by
Jean Baudrillard and Guy Debord regarding cultural imperialism
discourse and consumer society, which had lasted from Lenin’s
imperialism discourse to Edward Said.

Chapter 2, based on Oh Kyu-won’s analysis of 1980s’ product and
advertisement poems, identified that Oh Kyu-won comprehended the
1deology of dominant culture within products and advertisements. He
discovered the reality in which the dominant culture’s ideology,
symbolized as products, affecting the public’'s unconsciousness while
being hidden under symbol manipulation. In particular, he poetically
disclosed the process of fantastic images triggering false desires by
deluding consumers. In addition, he embodied the aspect of the public
being unable to figure out the intention of dominant culture ideology
and unconsiously conforming to it.

Chapter 3 examined Oh Kyu-won's attempt to overcome dominant
culture’s ideology, which had been symbol manipulated. His agony
with regard to language and concept, which is eventually betrayed by

degraded language, comes to the thinking that poets can’'t discard
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poem and language. Since he’s a poet, he fatefully accepted betrayal
of language and looked into language’s maximum potential. Product
and advertisement poems are the detailed result of such an attempt.
Oh Kyu-won tried to awaken the public by reproducing ‘the
exchange principle’, which is the operation principle of capitalistic
society. In more detail, this led to exposing the unrealistic sides of
existing world based on his capitalistic imaginations. He realized that
1deologies and values dominating humans have been fixed by existing
language signs and meaning systems and tried to discard meaning of
language through meaningless exchanges between signs within the
level of ways to liberate from this domination. His poems exposed
negativity of existing world by reinterpreting it through poetic
language and gave indirect appeal that the public should refuse it
since the world has been fixed and degraded and the language
exposing the world has also been fixed, but only language can fight
back against the world. All his attempts go beyond securing true
freedom and convert the sense of defeat he felt in the duel between
life and poetry to ‘how to read firmly as victory'.

The attempt to reestablish the position of literature within
dynamic contact with cultural context 1s highly significant. He
continued his literary activities while contemplating the relationship
between language and world, how language exposes concepts, and so
on. It has been identified that his literary works were created as the
outcome of intensive struggle against the age through ‘language’ in
ferociously discovering ‘poetic language’. The process of reinterpreting
Oh Kyu-won’s literary and cultural discovery of reality as the task of
connecting history and society will be a meaningful point in looking

into contemporary Korean poetry.
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