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Abstract

A Study on the Sacralization of

Gyeryongsan in Chdénggamnok

. Historical Power Struggles and Spatial Dynamics

Koh, Marie
Department of Religious Studies
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This thesis focused on the process of sanctifying Gyeryongsan(¥&8g
L), prophesied as the future center of power in Chdnggamnok(8F$&#%).
Chdnggamnok(883%&$%), outlined the fate of the dynasty and the people,
offers specific toponyms that provide spatial guidelines. Specifically, it
was crucial to direct our focus towards actions that aspired to the
advent of a new era through physical and ideological orientation to
Gyeryongsan(¥&&gLl1). Notably, emphasis on the space was prevalent in
various rebellion incidents in Chosén(88f%) Dynasty. Thus, there existed
a universal resonance among those who embraced prophecies. Aligned
with the problematics of the "spatial turn," which seeks to transcend the

binary of time and space, this thesis investigated the dynamic space

31 0 7 ]
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within the history of power struggles surrounding Gyeryongsan(F&&gLL).

Chapter I analyzed the intersections between religious studies and
spatial turn, and categorized the spaces manifested in Chdnggamnok(&p
#%%). Firstly, a commonality in the concept of space being
heterogeneous was identified. Similar to a hierarchy between profane
and sacred spaces, space underwent dynamic transformations based on
social relationships. A second commonality lied in the influence of
power in these distinctions. Applying this perspective to Chdnggamnok
(BR$2$%), there were four types of spaces mentioned in prophecies. A
common thread emerged within the prophetic narrative of dynastic
change, reflecting the competing power of the Choson(Z3#%) Dynasty.

Chapter I explored how space was utilized in physical struggles by
examining the historical uprisings during the Choson(g8%) era.
Analyzing the Jeong Yeoryeop(88;%3iL) Rebellion in 1589, the emphasis
on Gyeryongsan(¥88€Ll) and Chongssi(B8FX) as a strategy for power
appropriation was confirmed. Subsequent rebellions also mimicked and
transformed the motifs elevating the potential for royal authority.
Conflicts around the Gyeryongsan(¥8#gLL) were also reflected on the
folk tales about moving the center of dynasty to the space. As a result
of such struggles, there was a shift in the royal response from
edification to a more direct attack on the space.

In Chapter IV, the struggle between Gyeryongsan(¥8g€ELl) and central
authority persisted during the Japanese colonial period and continued
after liberation. The empirically proven prophecies of Chdénggamnok(&B
$#2%%) became mystified as a means to remedy the absence of a nation.
New religious movements constituting Sindoan(Hr#8A) religious village
aimed to secure the legitimacy of their sect by associating their leaders

with the power of Gyeryongsan(¥8#ELL). Perceiving such cohesion as a
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potential threat, the central authority attempted to undermine the
religious village by labeling it as superstitious or through forced
relocations, aiming to dismantle the spatial concentration. Above all, the
potency of Gyeryongsan(¥8gELL) as a sacred space is palpable even after
the dissolution.

Essentially, Gyeryongsan(¥88€gLL1)'s sacralization resulted from diverse
social actions, often sparking power struggles and ideological tensions
that imbued the space with unique meaning. This thesis holds value in
revealing the intricate power dynamics underlying sanctity, spotlighting
spatial dynamism. Furthermore, it lays the groundwork for reshaping
Chénggamnok(8B$&%$%) research, emphasizing space's role and expanding
its relevance to the study of Korean prophecy and broader religious

spatial inquiries.

keywords : Chénggamnok (8#&$%), Gyeryongsan(¥8&ELL), sacralization,
spatial turn, power struggles, spatial dynamics
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