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Abstract
A study of the types of framing
in major media coverage of the

'Ttaewon tragedy’

— Focusing on the analysis of editorials in

major daily newspapers -

Nansaem Y1
Master of Public Enterprise Policy

Seoul National University

This study aimed to inductively identify the framing of media
editorials on the 'Itaewon tragedy’ and analyze them by media outlet,
media orientation, and before and after the national investigation. To
this end, we collected editorials from six media outlets (Kyunghyang
Shinmun, Hankyoreh, Chosun Ilbo, JoongAng Ilbo, DongA Ilbo, and
Hankook Ilbo) that were reported for about 100 days from October
29, 2022, when the Itaewon tragedy occurred, to February 9, 2023,
when the impeachment charges against Minister of the Interior and
Safety Lee Sang-min were voted on, to determine 144 editorials for
the study, and derived 37 thematic statements by topic function.

Based on this, cluster analysis was conducted, and as a result, three
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clusters were derived, which were reorganized into a narrative
structure to derive the final media frame.

Frame 1 1s 'Urge to build a safety management manual to prevent
accidents’. The government is required to take necessary measures
for the safety of its citizens even when there is no organizer, so the
content of this frame calls for a safety management manual or
guidelines to be prepared as soon as possible to prevent such
accidents from happening again.

Frame 2 1s the "Need for a national investigation and special
prosecutor to find out the truth and punish those responsible” frame.
The government has tried to avoid responsibility for the disaster, but
it 1s argued that a national investigation is necessary to clarify the
truth and the ruling party should participate, and a special prosecutor
should be considered to punish those responsible.

Frame 3 is the 'Unsuccessful investigations leading to impeachment,
national investigation, and dismissal proposal’ frame. The
investigation into the disaster was stalled and ended with the
‘exoneration of the top brass,” the national investigation, which began
with difficulty, went round in circles and ended without results, and
the proposal to dismiss was rejected by the president. In the end,
this led to an wunprecedented situation in the history of the
Constitution, when an impeachment bill was passed against the
Minister of the Interior and Safety.

Based on the above frames, a one-way analysis of variance
(ANOVA) was conducted to analyze the differences in frames by
media outlets, but all three frames did not show statistically
significant differences within the significance level.

Then, an independent sample t-test was conducted to analyze the

difference in frames by media outlets, and the results showed that in
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frame 1, conservative media outlets mentioned the frame twice as
much as liberal media outlets. In frame 2, the liberal media, which
has a different partisanship from the conservative administration,
utilized the frame more than three times more. These results are
analyzed to indicate the partisanship of the Korean media. Frame 3 is
an inclusive frame and was mentioned slightly more by liberal media,
but the difference was not significant compared to frames 1 and 2.
When analyzing the difference in frames before and after the National
Security Investigation, frame 1 was mainly mentioned before the
National Security Investigation as an institutional improvement frame
that highlighted the government’s poor response and broken reporting
system at the beginning of the investigation. Frame 2 is a frame that
calls for a national investigation and a special prosecutor, and its
frequency naturally decreased after the national investigation and was
higher before the national investigation. Frame 3 i1s a comprehensive
frame, but it appeared more frequently after the National Security
Investigation because most of the thematic statements were issues
that emerged after the National Security Investigation.

This study i1s an inductive media frame study on the 'Itaewon
tragedy’. It can be used as a starting point for subsequent frame
studies.

In addition, various methods were applied to conduct cluster analysis.
First, we used hierarchical clustering to derive the optimal number of
clusters through dendrograms, then cluster plot analysis to check for
good clustering, and finally K-means clustering analysis to confirm
the topic statements included in the three clusters. This methodology

can be used as a reference for future media frame studies.
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