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Abstract

Public Housing Policy: Biopolitics of Low Birth

— Focusing on the Youth and Newly-married

Couple

Jeong, Hyeongeun

Urban and Regional Planning

Department of Environmental Planning

The Graduate School on Environmental Studies

Seoul National University

This study aims to investigate how the public housing policy is

utilized by the growing birth rate in terms of governmentality.

The Basic Plan for Low Fertility and Elderly Society, a
cross—ministerial program to address the declining birthrate, has spent
about 280 trillion won over 15 years, has not been effective. Even
though there is no discussion on the public housing policy, which
accounts for the largest budget in the Basic Plan for Low Fertility
and Elderly Society. Therefore, this papter designates the public
housing policy as case study that operates the spactiality. It explores
the state’s strategy to control fertility based on the space of housing
by Foucault’'s concepts of ’biopolitics’ and ’governability’ and

Arendt’s concept of 'public/private sphere’.

First, this study tracks the meaning of population in terms of low
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fertility, which is combined with public housing policy. Population
policy, which changed drastically from birth control to low fertility, is
standardized on an economic view of quantity of people. From a
political economy perspective, population is imagined with the
spatiality of housing policy by biopolitics that population itself can be

controlled and governed as a variable.

Second, this paper investigates the spatiality of the public/private
sphere of public housing that can be utilized for governmentality to
address low birthrates. Public housing performs a dual role as a
public space provided by a public actor and a private space for
individuals to live their lives. The state has targets young adults and
newlyweds who are able to give birth for public housing. Therefore,
this study explores the process of transforming public housing into a

spatial apparatus for rebounding fertility with youth and newlyweds.

Third, this paper examines how the life cycle norms and the
discipline of physical space govern individuals. It identifies how the
life cycle manifested in the physical space of public housing and how
the physical space where the norms are projected guides the

individual to a course of action to fulfill the next life cycle.

This result of this study proposes the process by which
population and housing policy are integrated and altered into
governmentality in puropose of growing fertility. In particular, this
paper examines how the intertwining of the public and private
spheres of public housing led to governmentality and conduct of
conduct to raise fertility at two levels: population groups and

individuals.
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