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A Historical Study on Xunhuan Ripao, the First Modern
Chinese Newspaper Published by Chinese (II)
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In this study, searched for the characteristics, format, contents
and its influences of the Xunhuan Ripao, the first modern Chinese
newspaper founded by Wang Tao in 1874. In results, it was revealed
first that the characteristics and format of the paper were modernized
and westernized differently from those of the traditional Chinese
newspapers as if most of Chinese journalism historians advocate. It
was also found that, though its main purpose was to inspire the spirit
of reformation and enlightenment into the hearts of Chinese people,
the paper dealt with various subjects and contents, not neglecting of
the other functions of journalism such as giving informations,
enlarging knowledges, reinforcing social norms and so on. In sum, as
the first modern Chinese newspaper, the Xunhuan Kipao had lots of
influences on the posterior Chinese newspapers, facilitating, shaping
and guiding Chinese modern journalism.

Key Words: Chinese newspaper history, Xunhuan Ripao, Wang Tao



