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Abstract

Prophecy and Space:

Focusing on Spaces and Their Types in Jeonggamnok

Koh, Marie (Seoul National Univ.)

This paper analyzes the relationship between prophecy and space by focusing on the
spaces depicted in the Jeonmggamnok and categorizing them into four types.
Jeonggamnok has exerted significant influence on the thought and actions of the
people since its oral transmission in the early Joseon period, continuing through the
turbulent times of 20™ century in Korea. Despite being a genre of prophecy literature,
it provides practical guidelines by referring to spaces that exist in reality. There is
a need to focus on spaces where meaning is generated through human practice rather
than treating them as empty backgrounds. "New Capital Sites" (Hr-L4[), the first
type, is the new center to replace Hanyang, exemplified by Gyeryongsan. This
reflects the traditional idea that political power originates from the land, which makes
the type most expressing the desire for regime change. Second, "Ten Haven Places"
(IW5Hb) denote ten lands where one can escape from war and epidemics. This type
does not directly challenge political power, but it has a subversive nature in terms
of self-preservation for a new world. Third, "Places of Refuge" (%) are places
suitable for hiding to live, featuring more extensive lists and detailed descriptions
than the second type. Fourth, "Disaster Areas" (/i) are places where wars, plagues,
and famine are frequent and should be avoided. Because these are signs of the
decline of the dynasty, the bleakness of reality coexists with expectations for the
future in the spaces. Each type exists within complex relationships of homogeneity
or opposition, contributing to completing the narrative of prophecy by presenting

various ways to recognize and address despairing realities.

Keywords: prophecy, Jeonggamnok, space, Gyeryongsan, Sipseungji (1[5ih),
Refuge (i)





