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Abstract

The Artist’s Performative

Experience and Its Structure

-Based on the Researcher’s Artworks-

Tae Eun Ahn

Sculpture Major
Department of Fine Arts
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This paper investigates the notion of ‘performative experience
and its structure’ through contemporary lense of creators. It analyzes
the possibility that work can be a practice that ‘transforms’ the state
of the subject who has implemented the experience. The paper
focuses on the researcher's works to instigate self-transformation
through the deliberate act of leaving bodily traces. Diverse examples
from art history and philosophy related to performance are drawn
upon to support and illustrate these works.

The prevailing cultural emphasis on interrelationships
challenges the traditional authority of the author and elevates the

audience’s status, casting works as independent events resulting from

- 141 -



collaborative efforts rather than exclusive authorship. However, for
this researcher, who positions the creator's experience at the core of
the work, fundamental questions arise regarding art presupposing an
audience. Consequently, this study is conducted, drawing upon the
researcher’s work, to articulate the impact of art on the creator by
reflecting on the relationship between the artist and the work from
the creator’s perspective.

Firstly, the investigation considers the possibility of artwork
functioning as a practical life experience, delving into Otto Rank’s
psychology of creative will, identifying existential limitations, and
proposing art as a means of transcending them. Acknowledging that
the healing power of art lies in the transformation of the performing
subject, the paper provides examples of artists overcoming trauma
through exposure to problematic situations in their artistic endeavors.

Secondly, the study affirms the background and developmental
trajectory of physical experience in art history, tracing the departure
from expressiveness with the emergence of the body and action.
Particular attention is given to the practicality of conceptual body art
in the 1960s, challenging the demarcation between life and art.
Additionally, by scrutinizing the continuity of body art and
performance from the 1970s to the present, this study establishes a
foundation for contemporary considerations of physical experiences
related to the researcher’'s work.

Thirdly, ‘experience’ is construed as a factor integrating art
into the realm of life, expanding the category of aesthetics. The paper
explores Friedrich Nietzsche's ‘art for artists’ and John Dewey’s ‘art
as experience’, examining the process by which experience
reintegrates into everyday life, restoring continuity between life and
art.

Fourthly, the investigation delves into the intricacies of

performative experience within the realm of contemporary artistic
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creation. The study, conducted from the perspective of the
implementing subject, introduces a novel framework for the structural
analysis of performativity. Departing from the traditional view of
performance as a variable-laden challenge, the paper advocates for a
conceptual shift, framing it as a problem rooted in the uncertainty of
set values. By emphasizing the role of transition experienced in the
performative process, the study explores the potential for reflection,
curing, and practice in art through transitional phases.

Fifthly, in consideration of the connection between the
researcher’'s work and the expression of the creator's unique
experience through body traces, the characteristics of the work
method using casting molds and the physical performance by the
artist are scrutinized. Works by Antony Gormley and Heidi Bucher
that left epidermal traces wusing casting molds, as well as
performances by Lee Kun-yong and Bruce Nauman, are analyzed,
building upon previous research.

Lastly, based on the preceding arguments, the researcher’s
works are dissected into two sections for detailed analysis. The first
section explores the physical boundaries of the body through peeled
human epidermis (6.1.1) or investigates overlapping time left as a
trace by excavating the shell of space. The works intended for
remembrance are introduced (6.1.2). In the second section, the paper
explicates performance works retaining ‘traces of performance’.
Consequently, by orchestrating and executing precarious situations,
the artist leaves traces of the fragments of an unstable life (6.2.1) or
the tension between threatening pain in the process and the will to
endure it (6.2.2). The paper elucidates the process of existence,
describing the nature of existence experienced through action and the
researcher’s attitude toward it.

In conclusion, this paper constitutes a comprehensive study on

the experience and value of physical traces in artworks. Its
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significance lies in drawing attention to the role of experience iIn
contemporary art and providing an opportunity to establish the value

of art from the creator’s perspective.

Keywords : performative experience, practice, transition,
uncertainty, variable, set—-value, body trace
Student Number : 2019-30074
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