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{Key conceptsy humidifier disinfectant, disaster, accountability, victim, institution,
suffering

Who is the ‘Authentic’ Victim?:

The Construction of the Category of Victims at Humidifier

Disinfectant Disaster

Kim, Jwon*

Controversy over the accountability of humidifier disinfectant disaster in
Korea has been progressed as the matter of discerning ‘inauthentic’
victims and making a category of ‘authentic’ victims. This article was
aimed to describe the conflict upon the category of ‘authentic’ victims,
which was centered around controversy over the victim verification
and assistance program implemented by the Environment Ministry, in
the perspective of social constructionism. The designation of acute
lung disease as environmental disease was a legal basis for this program,
the official acknowledgement of the causal relationship between the
injury and toxicants, and realization of victims’ right-to-health via legal
system. However, the program controlled and reproduced the category
of victims by giving recognition as victims based on biomedical
knowledge, and victims have negotiated with the state and companies
by adjusting their experience in accordance with the discourse of

medication and institution. The influence of toxicants in humidifier

* M.A. Candidate, Department of Anthropology, Seoul National University
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disinfectant on human bodies being uncertain, the focus of social
response to the disaster became identifying ‘authentic’ victims through
medicine, institution, compensation, and new uncertainties and conflicts
arose. And this has made the majority of victims’ loss invisible, while

victims them- selves neglect their and their family’s own suffering.
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