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Abstract
A Study on Digital Video Narrative

Literacy Education

Park, Jangbeom

This study aims to theoretically present the concepts and characteristics of
digital visual narrative literacy and design its application in education by analyzing
the manifestations and learner aspects realized through actual digital writing.

A digital literacy environment is a space that presupposes the active
participation of the audience, holding the potential to give educational
significance to the productivity derived from learners’ everyday appreciation
experiences. Digital appreciation methods are essential in the production of
meaning, as they involve the communication of appreciators who ascribe
meaning to the objects. Therefore, it is necessary to establish the concept of
appreciation centered on communication in education, which can be explored by
applying digital literacy, a representative concept that highlights the
implications of digital technology in literary education.

Digital visual narrative is a form of visual storytelling that allows viewers to
actively create meaning by appropriating spatial and temporal orders through
communication with other viewers existing in the digital space-time. From a
viewing perspective, digital visual narrative has the following characteristics:
understanding the segmented narrative by focusing on sensory images, creating
narrative time through the integration of external viewing contexts, and
utilizing the visual narrative format as a mechanism for interpreting reality.
Digital visual narrative literacy is the ability to implement the characteristics
of digital visual narratives and can be defined as the capability of viewers to

produce meaning through communication within a community using the format
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of wvisual narratives. From a viewing perspective, digital visual narrative
literacy encompasses the following characteristics: collective reality perspectives
shaped by the fictional format of visual narratives, refinement of visual
narrative meanings through collective vicarious experiences, and the generation
of realistic meanings through the repetition of visual narrative formats.

To verify the above theoretical review, the manifestations of digital visual
narrative literacy were examined. Based on the conceptually established criteria
of focused segmented narrative understanding, viewer—generated narrative time,
and use as a mechanism for interpreting reality, viewers’ digital writings about
"Parasite”(2019) were analyzed. The analysis revealed that viewers’
communication, which gives meaning to digital visual narratives, manifests as
a narrative desire to organize their experiences of real time, encompassing the
public dimension of including other viewers’ realities. Thus, digital visual
narrative literacy can be established as a meaningful skill in education when it
includes the dimension of public communication in the viewing process.

The educational design aimed to add specificity by analyzing learners’ digital
visual narrative literacy patterns. This was achieved by analyzing qualitative
data collected from educational activities conducted with actual learners. The
activity involved watching the music video for BTS’s song "Heartbeat,” (2019)
with learners creating digital images that express their impressions, assuming
the sharing of their interpretations. According to the analysis, learners tended
to perceive visual narratives as realistic i1mages, understanding visual
narratives through symbolic representation and paying particular attention to
the factual components of the images. Additionally, learners proactively utilized
the fictional format of visual narratives, mainly for playful purposes. It was
also observed that learners perceived visual narratives as a linguistic resource
for the community, as evidenced by language activities conscious of taste
communities, although this showed limitations confined to digital communities.
Attempts to narrate reality through the imaginative implementation of visual
narratives, considered the most valuable aspect of digital visual narrative
literacy, were found to be relatively low. Synthesizing these findings, it was
confirmed that the scope of digital visual narrative literacy should include the

ability to actively conscientize interpretations, generate realistic meanings
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through fictional formats, and engage in language activities based on the
interaction of multiple sign systems.

Synthesizing these findings, the educational content for digital visual
narrative literacy proposed in this study can be broadly categorized into three
aspects: deconstructing visual narratives into realistic images, combining
realistic information using fictional formats, and recognizing visual narratives
as public linguistic resources. Although these correspond to the previously
distinguished domains, since each area of digital visual narrative literacy
interacts during the viewing process, the educational content must also be
designed with these interrelations in mind.

The significance of this study lies in its confirmation of the dynamic
potential of visual narratives, the dominant narrative form in contemporary
popular culture, to stimulate viewers’ thinking and generate communication,
thereby creating meaning in reality. By explaining this through the specific
phenomenon of digital media use, the study presents practical principles for
viewing. From an educational perspective, the study is notable for valuing
digital media and visual narratives, which have not been a central focus in
Korean language education, literary education, or narrative education, and for
defining their significance in terms of literacy. This significance culminates in
recognizing and affirming learners’ everyday viewing experiences, positioning
them at the center of literary education.

The aim of this study was to reevaluate the most prevalent narrative activity
of the present time in a positive light. However, it has limitations in that it
lacks detailed examination and specificity in its educational practice. In
particular, it is necessary to delineate the broadly presented domains of digital
visual narrative literacy in detail and to devise the corresponding educational
content and methods accordingly. It is hoped that this will be supplemented by
subsequent discussions that theoretically refine the concept of digital visual
narrative literacy and propose specific applications in educational settings.
keywords : digital film, video narrative, digital narrative education, video

narrative education, digital media literacy, appreciation
literacy
Student Number : 2020-37315
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