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Research participation information

Title of the research: A grounded theory study on the difficulties of Iranian
advanced Korean learners in Korean academic writing

Principal investigator: Vahid Reza Nasrollahi(Seoul National University,
Department of Korean Language Education, College of Education, Ph.D.
candidate)

The research aims to:

1. Identifying the difficulties that Iranian advanced Korean learners face in
Korean academic writing.

2. Conceptually analyzing the process of overcoming those issues by analyzing
various strategies.

Qualification for participation: Due to the limited number of advanced
Iranian Korean learners enrolled in Korean Universities, | intend to consider all
Iranian students studying at Korean universities who meet the required criteria
as follows as a sample.

» Having TOPIC level 5 or 6.
» Being in at least the final semester of a master’s degree (or students
who passed all their courses) or Ph.D. students.
» Have written or will write their thesis in Korean for acacademic
purposes.
» Being required to compile their assighments and exams in Korean.

Research Procedure: The research will be conducted as follows:

1. Approach the prospective participants through the Iranian community’s
social media platforms, including Telegram, Instagram, and Facebook.
Advertisements and invitations will be posted on these platforms in three
languages (Persian, Korean, and English) to attract and engage eligible
participants who fit the specified criteria.

2. Send the consent form and explanatory document to the participants via
Google Form Link.

3. Give sufficient time to participants to evaluate these documents and
decide whether to participate.

4. Receive an email containing the signed consent form and explanatory
document from the participants who agreed to participate.

5. Conduct the interview either online (if participants live in another city
to save on transportation costs and time) or offline (the researcher will
provide a quiet location near your residence), depending on their preference.
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e Type of interview: in-depth interview, open-ended questionnaire.

e The number of interviews: 1 interview (Additional interview if necessary).

e Estimated time per interview: It will take about 1 hour to 1:30 minutes.
It is worth mentioning that prior to conducting any face-to-face audio recording

or video recording during interviews, explicit consent will be obtained from all
participants involved in the process.

Participation period and site
1). Participation period: From IRB approval (expected February) to 2025.02.01.

2). Participation site: The interview will be held online (through ZOOM) or offline
(in a quiet place near the participants’ place provided by the principal
investigator), depending on the participants’ preferences. We ensure that your
privacy and confidentiality are of the highest priority.

Payment for participation: A small honorarium is given.

(Korean =191): https://forms.gle/erbxPddNFKJkpxPD9
(English 939]): https://forms.gle/xDob7qsenxoet5sk6
(Persian ©]#]): https://forms.gle/Z7iyGMXgmDWbunCZA

If you have any questions about the study or if you have any complaints or
concerns about the research, please get in touch with the investigator listed
below.

Name: Vahid Reza Nasrollahi

Contact: 010-7628-4475
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Instruction and consent for a Research Participant (for adult participants)

Title of the research: A grounded theory study on the difficulties of
Iranian advanced Korean learners in Korean acacademic writing

Principal investigator: Vahid Reza Nasrollahi(Seou/ National University,
Department of Korean Language Education, College of Education, PhD.
candidate)

This research is about the difiiculties that Iranian advanced Korean
learners face in Korean acacademic vwriting. You are being asked to
participate in the research because you meet the study criteria, which
include having TOPIK level 5 or 6, being in at least the final semester of
a master’s degree (or students who passed all their courses), or PhD.
Students, has written or will write your thesis in Korean or acacademic
purposes, and 1s required to compile your assignments and exams In
Korean. A researcher at Seoul National University, Vahid Reza Nasrollahi
(010-7628-4475), will explain the research to you. The research will be
conducted only with the voluntary consent of the participants, so before your
decision is made, it is important to understand the content and purpose of
the research. Please read the content below carefully and thoroughly, and
please let us know if you consent to be involved. If necessary, ask your
family members or friends. If you have any questions, the investigator will
explain in detail.

1. Why is this research being conducted?

The purpose of this research is to identify the difficulties that Iranian
advanced Korean learners face in Korean acacademic writing and to
conceptually analyze the process of overcoming those issues by analysing
various strategies.

2. How many people will participate in the research?
30 students will participate.

3. How will the research proceed?
The research will be conducted as follows.

1. A consent form and explanatory document will be sent to you Vvia
Google Form Link.

2. You will be given sufiicient time to evaluate these documents and
decide whether to participate.

3. Affer agreeing to participate and signing the consent form, email
the form and explanatory document to the principal investigator.

4 The interview will be conducted online (if you live in another city to
save on transportation costs and time) or oflline (the researcher will
provide a quiet location near your residence), depending on your
preference.

996 - paeln JIF



e Type of interview: in—depth interview, open—ended
questionnaire.
e The number of interviews: 1 interview (Additional interview

if necessary).

e Estimated time per interview: It will take about 1 hour to
1:30 minutes.

It is worth mentioning that prior to conducting any face-to—face audio
recording or video recording during interviews, explicit consent will be
obtained from all participants involved in the process.

4. What is the duration of participation in the research?
It will take about 1 hour to 1.30 minutes.

5. Once participation in the research has begun, is it possible to stop
participating?

Yes. You can stop participating in the research whenever you want, with
no disadvantage. Any time you want to stop, please tell the investigator
immediately. If you agree to this, please check ‘Yes' in item 10 of the
consent form.

6. Are there any side effects or risks involved in participation in this
research?
Considering the comprehensive evaluation and nature of this study, there

are no side eflects or risks associated with participation. All relevant
protective measures and standards are In place to ensure the safety and
well-being of participants. However, this study, like others, encourages
participants to ask questions and express concerns to the principal
investigator.

7. Are there any advantages to participating in the research?
Yes. There is no direct benefit to you from participating in this study.

However, the information you provide will help improve our understanding
of the dificulties Iranian advanced Korean learners most commonly face in
acacademic Korean writing and provide usefill strategies for solving these
difficulties.

8. Are there any disadvantages to participating in the research?
You are free to agree or decline to participate in the research. There will

be no disadvantage if you decide not to participate. Based on the design
and goals of this study, there are no documented disadvantages or negative
outcomes associated with participation.

9. Is the information gathered during the participation secure?
The person in charge of managing the personal information collected for

this research is Vahid Reza Nasrollahi (010-7625-4475) at Seoul National
University. The personal information collected in this study includes the
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period of learning Korean, TOPIK level email address (for online
Interview via Zoom), and mobile phone number. Phone numbers and email
addresses collected for contact and case purposes will be destroyed as soon
as their purpose is fulfilled. The interview will be recorded, and the original
recording will be transcribed and then destroyed. Such personal information
is only allowed to be accessed by Vahid Reza Nasrollahi and Professor
Byeoung-gon Min and will be stored on the researcher’s personal
computer. The consent form will be stored for three years in accordance
with the relevant laws and then discarded. The research data will be kept
as permanent as possible by the Seoul National University Research Ethics
Guidelines. All possible measures will be taken to secure and protect all
personal information gathered while proceeding with this research. When the
research is reported in an acacademic journal or presented at a conference,
your name and other personal information will not be presented. However, if
required by law, your personal information may be provided. In addition, the
Seoul National University Institutional Review Board may directly access the
research results within the scope of the relevant regulations to inspect
whether the research has been conducted without the participant’s personal
information security and verify the reliability of the research data. By
signing this consent form, you acknowledge that you have been informed of
all necessary information related to the research in advance and will be
deemed to have consented to it.

10. How much will participants be paid for participation?
The 30,000 Korean won award will be provided exclusively to participants

who successfully complete the research. This gift will be delivered in the
form of a mobile gift certificate as a token of appreciation for their
contribution.

11. If I have any questions about the research, whom can I contact?
If you have any questions related to the research, or if there are any

problems or concerns related to the research, please contact the investigator
below.

Name: Valhid Reza Nasrollahi
Contact: 010-7628-4475

If you have any questions related to your rights as a research participant,
please contact the Seoul National University Institutional Review Board, as
shown below.

Seoul National University Institutional Review Board (SNUIRB)

Phone: 02-830-5153

Email: irb@snu.ac.kr
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Consent Form (for Participants)

Title of the research: A grounded theory study on the difficulties of
Iranian advanced Korean learners in acacademic Korean writing

Principal investigator: Vahid Reza Nasrollahi(.Seou/ National University,
Department of Korean Language FEducation, College of Education, Ph.D.
candidate)

1. I have read the instructions above thoroughly and discussed them with
the investigator.

2. 1 have been made aware of the potential risks and benefits of

participating in the research, and I have received satisfactory answers to

all my queries.

I voluntarily agree to participate in the research.

I agree to the collection and processing of any personal information

gathered during the research within the bounds of the existing

legislation and regulations of the Institutional Review Board.

5. 1 agree that my personal information, which will be otherwise kept
secured by the investigator (s), is accessed by government institutions
prescribed by laws and regulations and the SNU Institutional Review
Board for auditing purposes.

6. I understand that I can withdraw the participation in the research
whenever I want without any risk to me.

7. After agreeing to the above, I will receive a copy of the consent form,

and I promise to keep the copy until the end of the research.

I agree to be audio and video recording while participating in the

research.

>~

>

Agree [] Disagree []

9. T know that my (7OPIK level), is being collected, and I allow them to
be used for research.
Agree [] Disagree []

10. T consent to the continued utilization of my collected data in the event of
my dropout or withdrawal from the study.
Agree [] Disagree []

Name of Participant Signature Date (year/month/day)

Va hid Reza Nasrollahi
Name of Investigator Signature Date (year/month/day)
(Consent received)
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A.

Personal Information

Period of learning Korean: «=:eoreereereeeeenes year

B. Specific Questions

1. Please tell us about your experiences while learning to write
Korean.

2. What writing classes did you take at Korean language institutes and

> o1 w0

11.
12.

13.
14.

15.
16.
17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

universities? How was that?

How did you learn to write for acacademic purposes?

What was the most difficult experience in the learning process?
What language do you use to take your final exam?

What is the most challenging part of writing Korean for acacademic
purposes?

What efforts have you made to overcome difficulties? How was the
result? How did you feel?

. What did you find the most helpful in learning to write for academic

purposes? Explain your answer.
Why are you not learning well?
Have there been any changes in your ability to write for academic
purposes?
What class would you like to take if a writing class for academic
purposes was opened?
How has the Iranian language influenced you to complete your
academic writing assignments?
Were you able to get feedback after you wrote it?
Were you able to understand all the contents of the lecture? What
effect did the lecture content have on the writing assignment?
Do you usually like to read books? Has your usual reading
influenced your writing for academic purposes?
How much homework do you usually do? How much stress did
you get from the assignment?
Were there any people or events that helped you in the process
of writing your thesis?
How did you endure the arduous thesis writing?
Are there any words or people that have encouraged you in the
process of learning to write for academic purposes?
Please explain how technological tools and resources have
supported or hindered Korean academic writing. (e.g., language
learning apps, online writing tools, Korean software, etc.).
Have you ever used any specific software or apps to improve
your Korean writing skills? How effective were they, and which
features were most helpful?
In what ways do you think technological advancements can help
students overcome language barriers and improve their Korean
academic writing skills?
Please let me know if there is anything you would like to say
other than a question?
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Abstract
A Study on the Processes of

Learning Korean Writing for
Academic Purposes of Iranian
Learners

—Grounded Theory Approach—

Vahid Reza Nasrollahi
Department of Korean Language Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Academic writing is essential for higher education learners, but
existing studies primarily focus on Chinese learners, leaving gaps in
understanding learners’ experiences from other linguistic and cultural
backgrounds. This study addresses these gaps by examining the
unique challenges Iranian learners face, mainly linguistic and cultural
barriers, while incorporating the role of technology in the writing
process. Using grounded theory (Strauss & Corbin, 1990, 1998), the
research comprehensively analyzes these challenges, the strategies

learners use to overcome them, and a robust framework through
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integrating a conditional matrix and formalized hypothetical
boundaries. Using purposive sampling to ensure diverse experiences,
the study examined 30 Iranian graduate students enrolled in graduate
programs at Korean universities. Participants were required to
possess high Korean proficiency (TOPIK levels 5 or 6) and have 3 to
9 years of language learning experience. Data were collected through
in—depth interviews conducted from July 2023 to September 2024,
adhering to ethical standards. Employing grounded theory, the coding
process identified 61 concepts, which were grouped into 29
subcategories and 13 broader categories. Axial coding analyzed
relationships between categories, while selective coding integrated the
findings into a cohesive theoretical framework. The analysis was
further enriched by incorporating a conditional matrix and formalized
hypothetical boundaries to systematically examine the interaction
between contextual factors and learner strategies.

The findings reveal significant cognitive and affective challenges
shaping learners’ academic writing experiences. Cognitive issues, such
as difficulties In organizing arguments, limited exposure to academic
genres, and struggles with logical structuring, exacerbate affective
challenges like frustration, helplessness, and anxiety, which hinder
confidence and performance. Causal conditions, including limited
proficiency in academic Korean and insufficient background
knowledge, directly obstruct writing development, while contextual
conditions, such as unfamiliar academic cultures and institutional
barriers, indirectly add to these challenges. Technology plays a
pivotal role, supporting learners with tools like grammar checkers and
introducing risks such as overreliance, misinformation, and shallow
learning. These interconnected factors collectively intensify the

complexities of academic writing.
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Mediating conditions, such as personality traits and institutional
support, significantly influence the effectiveness of coping strategies.
Personality traits, including motivations and attitudes, affect learners’
engagement, ranging from proactive to passive, while institutional
support varies in specificity, from direct guidance to indirect
assistance. These conditions shape the strategies learners adopt, such
as independent learning (ranging from proactive self-initiated plans to
reactive responses), utilizing external resources (e.g., engaging with
the academic community, collaborating with Korean friends, and
taking classes at the Writing Education Center), and emotion
regulation to manage stress and frustration. These strategies
gradually improved learners’ academic writing skills and formed the
foundation for analyzing distinct stages in their writing development.

The process analysis identified four stages in Iranian learners’
academic writing development, each reflecting unique aspects of their
learning journey and specific challenges linked to their linguistic and
cultural backgrounds. In the Initial Confusion Stage, learners faced
disorientation due to unfamiliar academic environments, inadequate
preparation, and limited exposure to Korean academic norms, with
heightened difficulty adapting to new rhetorical expectations. The
Frustration and Crisis Stage involved heightened anxiety, cognitive
barriers, and overreliance on digital tools, which created dependency
as learners struggled to balance technological support with mastering
academic conventions. In the Adaptation Stage, learners adopted
proactive  strategies and self-regulation techniques driven by
perseverance and intrinsic motivation to overcome systemic barriers.
Finally, the achievement stage was marked by proficiency, confidence,
and a growth-oriented mindset, enabling learners to effectively

navigate academic writing while leveraging their cultural and
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educational strengths. These stages were not linear, as learners
revisited earlier phases to refine their skills when faced with new
challenges.

The developmental stages form the framework of the conditional
matrix, categorizing learners’ challenges and strategies based on
contextual severity and engagement levels. This framework provides
insights into navigating academic writing complexity and informs
targeted interventions. It emphasizes the need for language instructors
to Integrate traditional and technology-mediated methods alongside
institutional reforms like improved writing center access and targeted
workshops to support diverse learners effectively.

This study analyzes cognitive and emotional challenges in academic
writing by examining the role of technological dependencies, such as
access to tools, digital literacy, and overreliance on software, and how
these factors interact with Iranian learners’ difficulties. Bridging
traditional language learning frameworks with a technology-driven
educational context offers a comprehensive understanding of how
digital innovations shape learners’ experiences.

This study introduces a novel approach to analyzing academic
writing challenges by integrating conditional matrices and hypothetical
boundaries. Addressing the unique challenges Iranian learners face in
Korean universities fills critical gaps in existing research. The
findings emphasize the need for learner-centered approaches,
institutional support, and balanced technological integration to improve
academic writing education. This research contributes to the broader
discourse on international learners and puts the groundwork for
exploring effective teaching methods.
keywords: Teaching Korean writing for academic purposes, Iranian

learners, Grounded theory, Academic writing, writing difficulties
Student Number: 2020-39562
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