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Elinor, this eldést daughter whose advice “was so efféc‘tual, possessed a
strength of understanding, and coolness of judgment, which qualified her,
though only nineteen, to be the counsellor of her mother.... She had an
excellent heart;—her disposition was affectionate, and her feelings were
strong; but she knew how to govern them.?
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Elinor saw that it was his hand, and she could doubt no longer:- for a
few moments, she was almost overcome—her heart sunk within her, and she
could hardly stand; but exertion was indispensably necessary, and she
struggled so resolutely against the oppression of her feelings, that her success
was speedy, and for the time complete.?
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She was sensible and clever; but eager in every thing; her sorrows, her

1) Jane Austen, Sense and Sensibility (Harmondsworth, Middlesex; Penguin
Books Ltd., 1976), p.42.

2) &4 p.155.
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joys, could have no moderation. She was generous, amiable, interesting: she
was every thing but prudent.®
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And besides all this, I am afraid, mama, he has no real taste. Music seems
scarcely to attract him, and though he admires Elinor’s drawings very much

. He admires as a lover, not as a connoisseur. To satisfy me, those char-
acters must be united. I could not be happy with a man whose taste did
not in every point coincide with my own.%
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‘I am afraid,” replied Elinor, ‘that the pleasantness of an employment does
not always evince its propriety.’ )

“‘On the contrary, nothing can be stronger proof of it, Elinor; for if there
had been any real impropriety in what I did, I should have been sensible of

it at the time, for we always know when we are acting wrong, and with
such a conviction I could have had no pleasure.’®
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5) ¢4 pp.97-98.
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There are inconveniences attending such feelings as Marianne’s, which all
the charms of enthusiasm and ignorance of the world cannot atone for. Her
systems have all the unfortunate tendency of setting propriety at nought.®
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The object of the work is to represent the effects on the conduct of life,
of discreet quiet good sense on the one hand, and over-refined and excessive
susceptibility on the other.?
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it is an essential part of the design that one sister should learn the
value and necessity of the quality she has lacked and despised, and that she
and we should recognize in the other the strong sensibility she has appeared
to lack.®
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6) S pp. 86-87.

7Y Jane Austen: A Collection of Critical Essays, ed., Ian Watt (Englewood
Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1963), pp. 43-44.

8) Douglas Bush, Jane Austen (London: The Macmillan Press, 1975), p.79.
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Bush7]- “The moral antithesis of the title is serious and central
in Jane Austen’s view of life, but in this novel it is worked out
through a plot and contrasted sets of characters.”® &}5 wdetz 9%
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Elinor could not be surprised at their attachment. She only wished that
it were less openly shewn; and once or twice did venture to suggest the
propriety of some self-command to Marianne, 1
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She was awake the whole night, and she wept the greater part of it. She
got up with an headache, was unable to talk, and unwilling to take any
nourishment; giving pain every moment to her mother and sisters, and for-

bidding all attempt at consolation from either. Her sensibility was potent
enough.!V
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««the meeting between Edward and her sister was but a continuation of
that unaccountable coldness which she had often observed at Norland in
their mutual behaviour. On Edward’s side, more particularly, there was
a deficiency of all that a lover ought to look and say on such an occasion.
He was confused, seemed scarcely sensible of pleasure in seeing them,
looked neither rapturous nor gay, said little but what was forced from him

10) Sense and Sensibility, p. 84.
11) ¢4 p.110.
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by question, and distinguished Elinor by no mark of affecion.?
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Elinor found every day afforded her leisure enough to think of Edward--
with tenderness, pity, approbation, censure and doubt.!®
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‘l only wonder that 1 am alive after what I have suffered for Edward’s
sake these last four years. Every thing in such suspense and uncertainty;
and seeing him so seldom—we can hardly meet above twice a-year. I am sure
I wonder my heart is not quite so broke’.

Here she took out her handkerchief; but Elinor did not feel very compas-
sionate.!¥ ) :

12) %4 p.113.
13) ¢4 p.129.
14) ¢ p. 154,
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--she wept for him, more than for herself--- she could even now, under
the first smart of the heavy blow, command herself- enough to guard every
suspicion of the truth from her mother and sisters--- no one would have
supposed from appearance of the sisters, that Elinor was mourning in secret
over obstacles which must divide her for ever from the object of her love,
and that Marianne was internally dwelling on the perfection of a man, of
whose heart she felt thoroughly possessed, and whom she expected to see in

every carriage which drove near their house.l®
.
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Oh! how easy for those who have no sorrow of their own to talk of exer-
tion! Happy, happy Elinor, you cannot have an idea of what I suffer.!®
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Marianne, with excellent abilities and an excellent disposition, was neither
reasonable nor candid. She expected from other people the same opinions
and feelings as her own, and she judged of their motives by the immediate
effect of their actions on heself.1?
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‘Oh! Elinor,” she cried, ‘you have made me hate myself for ever. —How
barbarous have I been to you!—you, who have been my only comfort, who
have borne with me in all my misery, who have seemed to be only suffering
for me! Is this my gratitude? Is this the only return I can make you?—Because
your merit cries out upon myself, I have been trying to do it away.’1®

Edwardsl Lucy9] <t&9 o]oly] & E3x Mariannes Hddgoz =
Fol deo] & Elinorst 271949 8 %o] vl gz E Ao Eatd,
Agols o] 42 2] o} Marianned] 7 Az & wgko =

16) <= pp. 197-198.

17) 4A p. 211,
18) ¢4 p. 265.
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Her mind was so much weakened that she still fancied present exertiom
impossible.!®
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I saw in my own behaviour:: nothing but a series of imprudence towards:
myself, and want of of kindness to others. I saw that my own feelings had
prepared my sufferings, and that my want of fortitude under them had
almost led me to the grave.2®
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I have nothing to regret—nothing but my own folly.2?
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19) <A p. 271
20) ¢4 p.337.
21) ¢4 p. 342
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—she was oppressed, she was overcome by her own felicity;— and happily
disposed as is the human mind to be easily familiarized with and change for
the better, it required several hours to give sedateness to her spirits, or any
degree of tranquility to her heart.??
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I could not be happy with a man whose taste did not in every point coin-
cide with my own. He must enter into all my feelings; the same books, the
same music must charm us both.?
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Oh! happy house, could you know what I suffer in now viewing you from
this spot, from whence perhaps I may view you no more! —And you, ye
well-known trees! —but you will continue the same..... No leaf will decay
because we are removed, nor any branch become motionless although we can
observe you no longer!?#

22) &4 p 353.

23) ¢4 p.51.
24) ¢4 p.60.
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Esteem him! Like him! Cold-hearted Elinor! Oh! worse than cold-hearted!
Ashamed of being otherwise. Use those words again and I will leave the room
this moment.?®

= Fo 7} ClevelandE w5398 # Marianned o}3ko] =7 Ao
913 Bartone] 4] 80w} o], Willoughbyd] £4=¢l Combe Magna®e
0% E eThe Ae 47eRA Palmer¥ A9 o2 Fo Ak

Marianne entered the house with an heart swelling with emotion~ and
before she had been five minutes within its walls--- she quitted it again-- to
gain a distant eminence; where from its Grecian temple, her eye, wander-
ing over a wide tract of country to the south-east, could fondly rest on the
farthest ridge of hills in the horizon and fancy that from their summits
Combe Magna might be seen. In such moments of precious, invaluable
misery, she rejoiced in tears of agony to be at Cleveland.?®
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I have not known him long indeed, but I am much better acquainted with
him, than with any other creature in the world.... It is not time or oppor-
tunity that is to determine intimacy;—it is disposition alone. Seven years
would be insufficient to make some people acquainted with each other, and
seven days are more than enough for others, 2"

25) ¢4 p.55.
26) <A p.299.
27) &4 pp. 88-9.
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-misery such as mine has no pride. I care not who knows that 1 am
wretched. The triumph of seeing me so may be open to all the world. Elinor,
Elinor, they who suffer little may be proud and independent as they like
may—resist insult, or return mortification—but I cannot. I must feel—I
must be wretched.?®
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Logically, mathematically ‘right’ though the marriage is, completing the
scheme according to which the novel has been planned, Marianne Dashwood
has become too real in the evocation of her troubled, passionate nature, to-
be fitted arbitrarily into a pattern or provided with a destiny that her spirit,
however chastened it might have become through experience, must naturally
rebel against.29

28) &4 p. 201
29) Yasmine Gooneratne, Jane Austen (Cambridge: Cambridge University
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Marianne must clearly show her change of heart by marrying Colonel
Brandon. But she should not marry him so soon. It throws doubt on the
depth of her feeling for Willoughby. And if her feeling was not deep the
whole force of the story’s moral is lost. For she is merely a sentimental girl
whose attitude to life is the result of no genuine conviction; and there can
thus be no interest in proving her attitude a mistaken one.®®
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There are inconveniences attending such feelings as Marianne’s, which all
the charms of enthusiasm and ignorance of the world cannot atone for. Her
systems have all the unfortunate tendency of setting propriety at nought; and
a better acquaintance with the world is what I look forward to as her great-
est possible advantage.3?
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Press, 1970), pp.72-73.
30) Lord David Cecil, ‘Introduction’ to Sense and Sensibility (London: Oxford

University Press, 1954), pp. vii-viii.
31) Sense and Sensibility, pp. 86-87.
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The openness and heartiness of her manner, more than atoned for that
want of recollection and elegance, which made her often deficient in the forms
of politeness; her kindness, recommended by so pretty a face, was engaging;
her folly, though evident, was not disgusting, because it was not conceited;
and Elinor could have forgiven every thing but her laugh.’®
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Her complexion was sallow; her features small, without beauty, and nat-
urally without expression; but a lucky contraction of the brow had rescued
her countenance from the disgrace of insipidity, by giving it the strong
charctaer of pride and ill nature 3

32) &4 pp.300-1.
33) ¥4 p.239.
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She was quite in an agony-- I never thought Edward so stubborn, so
unfeeling before. His mother explained to him her liberal designs, in case of
his marrying Miss Morton; told him she would settle on him the Norfolk
estate, which, clear of land-tax brings in a good thousand a-year; offered
even, when matters grew desperate, to make it twelve hundred; and in
opposition to this, if he still persisted in this low connection, represented to
him the certain penury that must attend the match. His own two thousand
pounds she protested should be his all; she would never see him again; and
so far would she be from affording him the smallest assistance, that if he
were to enter into any profession with a view of better support, she would
.do all in her power to prevent his advancing in it.3¥
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-he has acted like an honest man! I beg your pardon, Mr Dashwood, but
if he had done otherwise, I should have thought him a rascal.3®
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34) &3 p. 267.
35) < p. 267-8.
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Indeed, to say the truth, I am convinced within myself that your father
had no idea of your giving them any money at all. ‘The assistance he
thought of, I dare say, was only such as might be reasonably expected, of
you; for instance, such as looking out for a comfortable small house for
them, helping them to move their things, and sending them presents of fish
and game, and so forth, whenever they are in season.... Do but consider,
Mr Dashwood, how excessively comfortable your mother-in-law and her
daughters may live on the interest of seven thousand pounds, besides the
thousand pounds belong to each of the girls.... They will live so cheap! -
Their housekeeping will be nothing at all.... Five hundred a-year! I am
sure I cannot imagine how they will spend half of it; and as to your giving
them more, it is quite absurd to think of it. They will be much more able
to give you something.3®
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He did not know what he was talking of, I dare say; ten to one he was
light-headed at the time. Had he been in his right senses, he could not have
thought of such a thing as begging you to give away half your fortune from
your own child.®”

36) &3 pp. 46-47.

37) ¢4 pp. 43-44.
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At her time of life, anything of an illness destroys the bloom for ever!
Her’s has been a very short one! She was as handsome a girl last September,
as any I ever saw; and as likely to attract the men. There was something in
her style of beauty, to please them particularly. I remember Fanny used to
say that she would marry sooner and better than you did; not but what she
is exceedingly fond of you, but so it happened to strike her. She will be
mistaken, however. I question whether Marianne now, will marry a man
worth more than five or six hundred a-year, at the utmost, and I am very
much deceived if you do not do better.?®
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‘What is the amount of his fortune?’

‘Two thousand a-year;’
“Two thousand a-year;’ and then working himself up to a pitch of enthu-
siastic generosity, he added, ‘Elinor, I wish, with all my heart, it were twice

as much, for your sake.’

38) ¥ p.234.
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‘Indeed, I believe you,’ replied Elinor; ‘but I am very sure that Colonel
Brandon has not the smallest wish of marrying me.’

“You are mistaken, Elinor; you are very much mistaken. A very little
trouble on your side secures him. Perhaps just at present he may be unde-
cided; the smallness of your fortune may make him hang back; his friends
may all advise him against it. But some of those little attentions and encour-
agements which ladies can so easily give, will fix him, in spite of himself.3?
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--at the age of thirty-six, when she revised Sense and Sensibility for
publication in 1811, Jane Austen was very much at odds with her world,
and unhappy about the helplessness in it of intelligent women of modest
means, such as herself .40
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Jane Austen’s attitude to money in marriage is explicit in her comparison
of Elinor’s unspectacular but real contentment as Edward’s wife with the
material rewards that crown Lucy Steele’s career of fawning and self-
seeking. 4V
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