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USD

World Total 1 200 000 000 000

NATO Total 849 875 309 000

1 United States 583 283 000 000

European Union Total 311 920 000 000

2 Franc 74 690 470 000

3 United Kingdom 68 911 000 000

4 China 59 000 000 000

5 Japan 48 860 000 000

6 Germany 45 930 000 000

7 Russia 41 050 000 000

8 Italy 40 060 000 000

9 Saudi Arabia 31 050 000 000

10 South Korea 28 940 000 000
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Changing Security Environments and The Role of South Korean Army

With the end of the Cold War and the rise of new megatrends such as globalization,

democratization and IT revolution, security environments of South Korea have been

changing. In Northeast Asia, the phenomena of power balance and power transition in the

midst of the rise of China also pose new security challenges to South Korean security

strategy. South Korea has tried to engage with the North, still not satisfied with the

North s efforts to open and reform its system. It is still unpredictable whether the process

of denuclearizing the North will bring about planned results.

The role of South Korea s security and defense strategy has increased facing with these

new elements of security environments, especially drawing attention to the role of South

Korean army. This article has explored the changing role of South Korean army, with

special attention to the conditions needed for successful fulfillment of its role. It is

necessary that South Korean army continue to pursue long-term defense reform with the

structural transformation for the future strategy. Also the alliance transformation based on

close cooperation with the US plan for the future strategy is also needed. IT revolution

requires South Korean army to adapt to new defense environments such as the advent of

the network-based wars. Only with the support and concern from South Korean civil

society, will these grand tasks succeed.
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