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abstract

Yakut Shaman and Russian Colonial Power

Kang, Jeong Won*

The Yakuts live in the north-east region of Russia, or Siberia. They are till now under
the russian Authority for about 350 years. This thesis aims to describe and explain the
process of the disappearing of the White-Shaman of the Yakut in the beginning of the 19th.
century. The yakutian White-Shaman was the priest of the yakutian religion. The increase
of the power of the Toyon, who stood in the competition with the White-Shaman in the
yakutian society, the expansion of the Russian-Orthodox and the change of the social
organization cause the disappearance of the White-Shaman. Nowadays there are in Yakut
the cultural movements that revival the traditional shamanism. But it is interesting that the
model of this movement is not the tradition of the 19th century but of the 17, 18th century.
This traditional “pure” form of the yakutian culture puts restrictions on the future of the
yakutian culture.
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