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Globalization and Political Change in
Post-Cold War Japan

Dal-Joong Chang
Department of Politics, Seoul National University

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the Impact upon Japan’'s political
system of the collapse of the cold war confrontation and the spread of
globalism. The immediate impact of the collapse of the cold war structure
was the dissolution of the so-called "1955 system” which was characterized
by the ideological confrontation between progressives and conservatives and
the beginning of the coalition politics.

The Japanese political system seems to be faced with three system
choices. First, it is a neo-conservative political system. The second choice is
a bureaucrat-led technocratic political system. The third is a liberal one.

It is beyond doubt that the impact of globalism and IT revolution are
reaching far beyond economy by creating new interest groups, constituents
and new political leaders. It will certainly strike at the core of the Japanese
political system which survived by co-opting political interest groups that
arose as the economy and society modernized. But Japan shows a lag
between socio—economic change and political change. While IT generation
does not have its political channel, old generation is trying its utmost efforts
to protect its vested interests in association with conservative political forces.
Thus, Japan would be very slow in embracing the globalization impact upon
its political system. The outcome would be a compromise system in which
conservative elite keeps power by allowing only a limited globalization impact
in order to preserve social solidarity.

Ags. e ZX A Wy AFA] B4 FHolEE dUHAPT
215% 1704%. Tel. 794-7071(H). 830-6341(0).
E-mail: daljchang @hanmail .net.



