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Political Cleavages and Policy Change after the
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Through a case study of constitutional revision, this study analyses political
cleavages and policy changes in the post-'55 political system of Japan that have been
brought about by the end of cold war and the demise of the LDP’s one party rule. It
reviews and evaluates conflicting ideas and movements surrounding issues of
constitutional revision: military and non-military international contribution and
burden-sharing and proponents and opponents of globalization. It also deals with
issues of political leadership including strengthening the office of the prime minister.

New political cleavages surrounding international contribution and globalization are
intricately related to party system changes and reflect in the issues of constitutional
revision. This study finds that since constitutional revision allows normal military
functions, and rearmament is very likely in the near future because of changes in
both domestic and international circumstances. But this will not lead to an increased
military role for Japan in international politics or a major military buildup.

Keywords: constitutional revision, international contribution, military rearmament,
globalization. prime minister
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