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What is the Best Research Strategy in Comparative
and Area Studies: Variable-oriented Strategy or
Case-oriented Strategy

Ahn Seung-gook
Research Professor of the Kesearch Team for Developing Methodological
Strategies in Comparative Areas Studies, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

Kim You-kyoung
Lecturer of the Department of Politics and Diplomacy,
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

Lee Eun—jung
Research Fellow of the Research Team for Developing Methodological Strategies
in Comparative Areas Studies, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

Variable-oriented and case-oriented research strategy are well established
in comparative and area studies. In variable-oriented strategy, the goal is to
demonstrate that a correlation holds for a certain population. The weakness
of variable-oriented strategy is its tendency toward excessive generalization.
In case-oriented strategy, the goal is to interpret a common holistic outcome.
The weakness of case-oriented strategy is its tendency toward particularizing.

A conceivable alternative strategy is to combine the two major strategies.
A combined strategy is applying both strategies to a research puzzle. The
logic of both strategies the That
variable-oriented and case-oriented strategy share a scientific logic. Both

research essentially same. s,
variable-oriented and case-oriented strategy have characteristics to falsify
by strategy,

variable-oriented strategy can be used to verify the causal significance of a

initial  hypotheses empirical evidences. In combined

condition varies by context or case-oriented strategy used to confirm a
correlation which is inferred from a certain sample.
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