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Religious Tract & Book Society of Scotland, 1905), 9.

2) E. Percy, John Knox (London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1937), 9.
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12) Percy, John Knox, 167.

13) 4 Confession and Declaration of Prayers upon the Death of that most
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in England; A Faithful Admonition to the Professors of God's Truth in
England.

14) B =52 Fus =FolEE, ‘God'& URF WA APo= Mol sFAlAR
B =RdAe Fast A, FEEas|er /jalws] Atolef Aldte] tigt xjop ot
A& FZAAT)7] gleted, o] sl tidlell, @ AiAluglEe] £ A
go Q= g oE wosle] 1&g olZol WE Wt 4% swg
=g Fz517] v,

15) R. A. Mason, ed., John Knox - On Rebellion (Cambridge: Cambridge
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25 R. A. Mason, ed., John Knox - On Rebellion (Cambridge: Canibridge
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o FaMEe] HAE HHstuA 7|EHALE D The copy of letter delivered
to the Lady Mary, Regent of Scotland, from John Knox, minister of God's
Word, in the year of our Lord 1556, and now augmented and explained by
the Author, in the year of our Lord 1558; Q) The Appellation of John Knox
from the cruel and most injust sentence pronounced against him -by the false
bishops and clergy of Scotland, with his supplication and exhortation to the
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nobility, estates, and commonalty of the same realm; @ To his beloved
Brethren the Commonalty of Scotland, John Knox wisheth grace, mercy, and
peace with the spirit of righteous judgement; @ John Knox to the reader. U}
At BAE «F W1R UZAae]e] 29F(the summary of the Second Blast) 02
dHA Atk

27) Sefton, John Knox, 23.
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28) Laing, The Works of John Knox, vol. 1, 273.
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<Abstract>

On the Significance of the Study of Religious Identity

in Understanding Humanity
— The Case of John Knox in the 1550s —

Ahn, Shin

This paper argues that in order to understand humanity, the study of
religious identity is not an option but rather a necessary step. Examining
the case of Scottish reformer, John Knox (1514-1572), especially his
multiple exiles and returns in the 1550s, I will show the tension and
complexity of two different types: of religious identity within the
personality of Knox himself: that of prophet (or reformer) and that of
priest (or pastor). In spite of the ambiguity regarding his date of birth and
early education, the identity issues related to his political views and
nationality have been some of the most complicated topics to be discussed
among scholars. Depending on the religious positions of the scholars
themselves, however, the academic world hasproduced many distorted and
contradictory images of Knox. Therefore, the author attempts to interpret
Know in his own context and from his point of view.

Knox spent ecighteen months as a galley-slave after Scottish Protestants
were defeated by pro-Catholic French forces in 1547. On his release, he
worked as a minister of the Church of England in Berwick, Newcastle,
and London for first five years. After the death of Edward VI, he was
exiled to Geneva and stayed with Calvin. He was invited to minister to
the English congregations in Frankfurt and then in Geneva. Because of his
theological position against rituals,he resigned. After he preached in
Scotland for nine months, Knox came back to Geneva and served refugee
English congregation. During this period, he produced numerous works,

including Frist Blast against the Monstrous Regiment of Women (1558).
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He continued to communicate with the reform party in his native land and
finally left for Scotland in January 1559.

The reform party became much stronger during the absence of Knox.
After he returned to Edinburgh in May, 1559, Knox led the Scottish
Reformation. Since reformers tried to keep Scotland independent from
France with the help of England, Knox negotiated with England to secure
its financial and military support and completed the Reformation process
after the unexpected death of Marie de Guise, the regent for the young
Mary I of Scotland in June 1560. The Scottish Parliament denounced the
doctrines, worship, and government of the Roman Church, and Knox
produced the Confession of Faith, The First Book of Discipline, and the
Book of Common Order. The Church in Scotland was reorganized on the
Presbyterian tradition.

According to Dawson, Knox had two different plans in Scotland and
England in 1558. He wanted a gradual reformation in Scotland, but also a
revolution in England. Dawson argues that Knox was not only a Scot but
also an Englishman by emphasizing his long ministry with English
congregations in foreign countries. But, the author objects to Dawson's
theory of two Knoxes as a political reductionism. Arguing that Know has
been always a Scot in spite of his long exposure to English culture and
language, the author holds that the scholars should examine Knox's life and
his context in light of Knox’s two different types of religious identity: as

a priest/pastor and as a prophet/reformer.

Key words: religious identity, religious man, John Knox, Scottish
Reformation,  political  reductionism,  priest/pastor, and

prophet/reformer



