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{Abstract)

Chong Yag-yong's( T #78, 1762-1836) Discourse
on Mind

Lim, Boo-yeon

Chéng Yag-yong, a representative Confucian reformist of the late
Chosun dynasty, constructed an alternative world view to that of the
ruling Neo Confucian orthodox ideology. He focused his philosophy on
the mind, which had been one of the central notions of Chu Hsi's (%
E) Neo-Confucianism. This article investigates Chong’s new vision on
the mind by comparing it to that of Chu Hsi.

The argument of this paper can be divided into three points. Firstly,
Chong considers “divine brilliance” (#BH) of the mind as the source of
communion with the Ultimate Reality and as sustaining man’s ontological
priority. This contrasts with Chu Hsi's “reflective awareness” (%1&) of
the mind which bridges the gap between the self and the surrounding
objects by a unitary principle Li (Z8).

Although Chong accepted the Neo-Confucian maxim, “the mind brings
into conjunction nature and feelings (LFHERE),” he denied the
ontological difference articulated by Chu Hsi between nature as
immanent principle (¥) and the mind as material force (%), or the
consolidation of Li-Chi (H3). Chong substituted Chu Hsi's nature as
substance or essence of the mind for nature as tendency or desire of the
mind that likes goodness and dislikes evil. Through this assertion, he
tried 1o establish the sovereignty of the mind as the ruler (FZ) of
nature and feelings.

Secondly, recognizing the significance of Chu Hsi's discourse on the
human mind and the Tao mind(A.(» - 5EL), Chong suggested that the

Tao mind was a direct utterance of Shang ti rather than a manifestation
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of the innate nature as Heavenly principle. To Chong, the Tao mind as
moral consciousness was a kind of desire for goodness, which sought to
conquer the human mind. But, Chong and Chu Hsi accepted the tilted
polarity of values attributed to the human mind and the Tao mind,
which explains the restlessness of the self and the possibility of
becoming a sage at the level of phenomenal minds.

Thirdly, Chong replaced the Chu Hsi's wei-fa(k8£), the ontological
state of tranquility devoid of all feelings and thoughts, with the state of
of thoughts devoid of particular sentiments, namely pleasure, anger,
sorrow, and joy. While Chu Hsi's wei-fa is cultivated by reverential
concentration (#f), Chong's wei-fa is the place of serving Shang ti with
brightness (FEZ 1-7F) and an attitude of “seeking fear” (RE) in order to
become a practitioner of Heaven's mandate.

In the final analysis, Chong tried to establish a world view different
from that of Chu Hsi’s Neo-Confucianism by developing a new idea of
the mind. Yet, in spite of his deconstruction of the Neo-Confucian
conceptualization of the metaphysical Li-Chi, Chdng both continued Chu
Hsi’s discourse of the mind and offered a new vision through critical

rethinking.



