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<Abstract>

Byung-Hyun Lee(Z{5%)'s Refutation of Anti-Confucianism and
His Nationalist Views of History

Keum, Jang-Tae

Byung-Hyun Lee(Z/®#&, 1870-1940) is an outstanding leader of
the reformed confucianism in the period of the domination of
Korea by Japan. He had accepted Yu-Wei Kang(fEHE,
1858-1927)'s suggestions for confucianist modernization and
applied it to Korean confucianism. In those days, conservative
confucianists delivered a lot of violent attacks against
anti-confucian(#tfl) movement. Lee also agreed with them that
anti-confucianism is wrong. However, his refutation of
anti-confucianism is different from theirs. Because the former is
self-reflective, but the latter is non-reflective.

Lee emphasized that confucianism is a religion and developed a
sort of religious confucianism  movement(FfLECEE). The
combination of religious confucianism movement and nationalist
views of history composes his argument. In his work,
confucianism is not a universal thought of the world but a
national religion of Korea. It is expressed by the combination of
nation and religion.



