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(New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1958), p. 27.
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Theological Review XXI (July 1928): 164.

5) Fullerton, op. cit., 166.

6) bid, p. 167.
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7) Ibid,, p. 169.
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ALSIE 29 Wy 715 o8 metslginh Green, op. dit, p. 21

12) Ernst Troeltsch, The Social Teaching of the Christian Churches,
trans. Olive Wyon, 2 vols. (New York, 1950), I, pp. 641-642.
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16) Tony Dickson and Hugh V. McLachlan, "In Search of 'The Spirit of
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18) Ronald Robertson, The Sociological Interpretation of Religion, (New
York:: Schocken Books, 1970), pp. 181-182., 7314,
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21) Calvin, op. cit, (L x xi.1).
22) Calvin, op. cit, (II. x xi.7).
23) Ibid., (I xxi.10).
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Assurance of Grace: the Weber Thesis Reconsidered”, and "Part I
Weber's Exploration of Calvinism: the Undiscovered Provenance of
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<{Abstract>

A Study on the Max Weber's Calvinism in
The Protestant Ethic and the Spinit of Capitalism

Song, Ki-Seob

The purpose of the thesis is to elucidate whether the
Protestant Reformation, especially its Calvinist branch, have
contributed a decisive role for the formation and development of
modern capitalism. For more than a century this question has
been the focal point of a scholarly controversy which had its
beginning in 1904-5 with the publication by the famous German
sociologist, Max Weber, of an article entitled "Die Protestantische
Ethik und der Geist des Kapitalimus" (The Protestant Ethic and
the Spirit of Capitalism). In his essay Weber proposed the
tentative thesis that this crucial element had appeared as a kind
of by-poduct of the religious ethics of Calvinism.

I reviewed various scholars' positions of acceptance, attack
and modification of Weber's hypothesis. Weber reiterated that
prosperity in business proves that a person is selected by God
and is also assured of his salvation from God. But Jean Calvin
definitely rejected the idea that one's business endevours do not
save any person from God. Calvin has made strong statements
that no man has access to salvation except through Jesus Christ.
In other words, man can be saved only through Jesus Christ. In
this respect, the differences between Weber and Calvin can be

seen. Therefore Weber's thesis seems to create a new
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Calvinism which is different from the original Calvinism.
Meanwhile, Weber's new Calvinism seems to be meaningful and
also materialized especially in the history of America.

In 1913 Werner Sombart argued that 'the social attitudes
and economic practices associated with Judaism had been the
primary source of the spirit of capitalism.'

Winthrop S. Hudson on the other hand, criticized Weber's
concept of Calvinism as oversimplified. Henry Sée, a French
economic historian, maintained that the oversimplification is
evident in the economic portion of Weber's argument as well as
its theology. Another economic historian H. M. Robertson joined
the fray. He challenged both Tawney and Weber with his
historical and economic evidence. Amintore Fanfani, a Italian
economist brought some new arguments into the controversy.
Albert Hyma, a historian, a specialist in the study of northern
humanism and the Reformation, does not completely agree with
Fanfani and has been an outspoken critic of the conclusions
drawn by Weber, Troeltsch, and Tawney. Ephraim Fischoff, a
sociologist, can hardly overlook the unusually judicious appraisal.
It is not only the evidence and the conclusions of various writers
which Fischoff weighs, but their methods as well.

The Weber thesis has continued during the period of
1960-1990. The debate centered around the continued support of
Weber's thesis as presented by David Zaret, which criticized
Malcolm MacKinnon who argues that Weber was mistaken and
evasive in his interpretation of Calvinism.

While Weber has many weak points in his thesis, he has not
elaborated that Capitalism is the direct product of Calvinism. He
tried to assert that both possessed a certain affinity for each
other. However, in the course of elaboration on the thesis,
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Weber has resulted in creating new Calvinism different from
Calvin himself.

Now, Weber's Calvinists have been Charles Finny, James B.
Duke, Dwight L. Moody, Andrew Carnegie, Weber himself,
Troeltsch, Tawney, Niebuhr, Wesley as well as liberal
theologians, and all kids of televangelists in the States.

Weber's Calvinism is reiterated as proving that one is saved
by God through one's prosperity in business which continually
makes more money with inner-worldly asceticism. Making-money
in business and inner-worldly asceticism have been the roots of
economic ethic which enables capitalism to grow. Weber's
interpretation continues to be accepted and met by many
supporters. Weber is concluded to have formulated a new
Calvinism in The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. It
can be so called 'Weber's Calvinism.'



