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(Abstract)

"Love’ in Bernard of Clairvaux’s
De diligendo Deo

Kim, Jae-hyun

The theme of love” played an important role in monastic life and
literature of the Middle Ages. The concept of love or loving in
monastic exegesis was expanded on the basis of The Song of Songs
and The Psalms, and also provided a strong theological foundation
for the practical life of the monks and nuns. The works and thought
of Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153) highlight the discussion of love
in the wider context of medieval monasticism. Paying special
attention to Bernard’s De diligendo Deo, 1 will explore the
Bernardian usage of the concepts of love and loving God.

In the religious and cultural contexts of the twelfth century when
Cluny neglected the changing society and new religious streams
emerged, Bernard and the Cistercians articulated dialectical and
theological concepts of love. Bernard’s understanding of love was
shaped based on the Cistercian tradition and was broadened further
in his own writings. His short book which consists of only 40
sections, De diligendo Deo, raised fundamental questions concerning
the concept and method of loving God. Though he was a monastic
writer, he did not employ monastic terminology too abundantly. In
spite of his numerous citations of Scriptural passages, more than 350

citations in De diligendo Deo, Bernard deals with the subject of
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loving in very logical and persuasive ways with a deep
understanding of human realities. In his adroit interpretation of
various Latin terms from caritas to cupiditas, we can see a certain
theological and spiritual unity. In this way, Bernard’s De diligendo
Deo reveals a profound meaning of love and loving God.

FAo1: Wz2uz, Al #2949, 97 shWd, De diligendo Deo.



