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72) 1. Z. Smith, “When the Chips are Down,” Relating Religion: Essays In
the Study of Religion, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2004.

71) 1. Z. Smith, “I am a Parrot (Red),” Map Is Not Territory, p. 267.




{ Abstract ?

Comparison of Dangun with Moses as the Core of
National Identity in Historical Crises

Kim, Joo-Sil

Dangun is usually regarded as the progenitor of Korean people
and the founder of the first Korean country about five thousand
yvears ago. However, it has been controversial whether Dangun
myth is true or false, and Korean scholars of the twentieth
century who study Dangun, especially comparing it with
elements in other religious traditions, can be divided into three
groups according to their positions. The first group are
nationalistic historians who believe in Dangun and try to prove
the historicity. The second are Christian theologians who
interpret Dangun myth as a sort of Christian story and utilize it
in missions. The third are those who connect Dangun with
myths of the ancient Near FEast. Though these studies are
academically significant, their comparisons are methodically
inexact and problematic. They have comparative problems such
as Jonathan Z. Smith indicated explaining encyclopedic,
evolutionary, ethnographic and morphological modes of
comparison.

After the critical examination of existing comparative studies
of Dangun, this article attempts a religious and historical
comparison of Korean Dangun tradition with Israelite Mosaic
tradition focusing on historical crises of the national identity.
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The stories of each tradition tell ancient people’s historical
experiences in the form of mythology, and one of the main
themes is the origin of a nation. Needless to say that those
stories were handed down orally for a long time, and the change
from oral tradition to written tradition is worthy of notice. The
historical context of writing those stories was the crisis of
national identity. Dangun myth was first recorded in
Samgukyusa(ZBl;&%) and Chewangwunki(# L##) in the end
of 13th century when Mongolian Empire heavily pressured
Corea(FB8) and jeopardized Corean national traditions. Moses
story was first recoded in the Yahwistic and Elohistic documents
in the 9th century B.C.E. when pagan religions threatened
Yahwism and the Israelite nation became split. Dangun and
Mosaic traditions are comparable in that the first records of
their main stories were made during national crises, probably in
order to confirm the national identity.

As myths, the stories of Dangun and Moses are continuously
reinterpreted  according to  the  historical requirement.
Particularly, both were remarkably emphasized and regenerated
in the national crisis. Dangun was highlighted by Daejongkyo(k
££2%) in the early 20th century when Chosun Dynasty fell and
Japanese Imperial Colonialism began. Kim Kyohun, the second
head of Daejongkyo, vitalized Dangun tradition in Sindansilki(i
FESC) and Sindanminsa(ERE) by the successful union of
Korean nationalism and the religiousness. Mosaic tradition was
emphasized again during the Exile in the 6th century B.C.E. In
the Deuteronomistic History and the Priestly document, Mosaic
tradition was rewritten appropriately for the Babylonian Exile,

Comparing Dangun tradition with Mosaic tradition shows their
differences and similarities at the same time. While considering
the differences, this comparison focuses on an aspectual
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similarity which provides the grounds for discovering differences.
Dangun and Moses are living myths as the core of national
identity in historical crises.

- 121 -



