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( Abstract

"Religion,” 'Korean Religion,” and ‘Mu-sok’

- Lee Nung-Hwa's Understanding of "Korean Religion” -

Cho, Nam-Wook

Lee Nung-Hwa is called the founder of religious studies in
Korea. But there is a gap between his religious studies and our
contemporary own. It results from the fact that we failed to
succeed to his studies and to develop specific Korean religious
studies. Since Korean War, contemporary religious studies
originated from western academic societies have been so powerful
in Korea that Lee Nung-Hwa's works have been marginalized.
But he who wants to study 'the Korean Religion’ cannot help
ignoring Lee Nung-Hwa's works, since he can find a new insight
in the old Lee Nung-Hwa's works. By tracing how he used some
categories like ‘religion(s),” 'Sin-gyo,” 'Mu-sok,” and so on, we
can understand the precedent thoughts about Korean religion.
And this is very important and necessary point where we start
our own studies on Korean religion.

Unfortunately, Lee Nung-Hwa has never been clear on his
methodology, and has never left a kind of autobibliography from
which we can have some hints to rearrange his works. From
another point of view, however, this obscurity fortunately gives
us not only an open field where we can interpret his works
freely and but also an important task that we must read his
works critically with our own methodological view. Reader of Lee
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Nung-Hwa's works must be an active one, not a passive one. In
this article, I labored to find the historical trajectory of Lee
Nung-Hwa's thought on Korean religion by pursuing the changes
of categories which he used.

In short, Lee Nung-Hwa's first focus had been on
‘religion(s),” especially ‘world religions’ reviewed from his
Buddhist point of view, which was altered into 'Sin-gyo that
had been used by his contemporary scholars to represent a
Korean ancient religion in relation to ‘Dan-gun” Myths. At last,
he focused his attention on 'Mu-sok’, a Korean form of
Shamanism, in which he thought that we could find some
survivals of ancient 'Sin-gyo.” It can be added that his
nationalistic point of view which had been preserved in his
precedent works by implying the relation between 'Sin-gyo  and
‘Mu-sok” was eliminated from his 1930's works, in which he
focused ‘Mu-sok” only as a Korean form of universal Shamanism.

Lee Nung-Hwa is often cited as one of the first scholars who
pointed the importance of 'Mu-sok’ in studies on Korean
religion. But he himself used many categories about Korean
religion, in which "Mu-sok’ was contained, and altered that
categories through the development of his thought. By active
reading of his works and historical reconstruction of the meaning
of his works we may find a new insight for our own studies.
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