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Assessment of Social Costs of Forest Fire : Case of Forest Fire of
Spring 2000 in the East Coast Area of South Korea
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ABSTRACT

This study developed a framework for assessing the social costs of forest fire based on
economic theory. The framework provides different approaches for estimating the costs incurred
by forest fires to the society, especially the local communities which are based on the forest
resources surrounding. A case of fires in the east coast of South Korea was investigated for
estimating the social cost incurred by a fire broken in April 2000. The opportunity cost of
collecting pine mushroom (7richoloma matsutake) by local villagers was found close to the
timber value foregone by the fire. This study indicates that there should be more further
investigations necessary to account the full social costs of forest fires such as tourism revenue
foregone and reduced productivity of the watershed affected.

Key wovds : forest fire, social cost, economic assessment
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