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Influence of Environmental Issues on

Outdoor Recreation Policy in Korea and Japan
- With Special Reference to Environmental Education -
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Abstract : With an aim of identifying effective and environment-friendly strategies for managing outdoor
recreation, literature of environmental awareness and related policies in Korea and Japan were reviewed, and further
the historical trends in policy regarding outdoor recreation and nature-oriented environmental education in both
countries were analyzed.

This study revealed that environmental conditions worsened for the last few decades made environmental
awareness of citizens in both countries increased. However, the urban residents’ perspectives of nature and
environmental awareness were not apparently in accordance to the reality of changing environment. This implies that
there is a need of systematic environmental education focused on nature-experience.

In both countries, environmental policies have been developed to respond to social changes and strengthened
appropriately at the time of environmental degradation. In addition, a series of outdoor recreation programs including
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nature-experiential education for visitors have been developed for environmental awareness and responsible attitudes

of the people.

Environmental issues brought in social changes and need for nature-oriented outdoor recreation and environmental
awareness programs. These include new facilities and programs in outdoor recreation as well as the introduction of
management strategies based on environmental education. Therefore, a variety of outdoor recreation programs and
effective management system need to be developed in connection with nature-oriented environmental education for

sustainable outdoor recreation resource management.

Key Words : outdoor recreation policy, environmental issues, environmental awareness, nature-oriented

environmental education
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