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A Case of Anencephalus
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A Case of Anencephalus

Sang Ho Baik, M.D., Bong Jin Rha, M.D.,
Ka Yong Chang, M.D., Myung Bok Lee, M.D.

Department of Anatomy
Medical College, Seoul National University

A case of anencephalus, 38 weeks in fetal age, was
observed.

1) The calvaria was completely absent and whole
of the vertebrae showed complete spina bifida. There
was strong lordosis between the 7th cervical and lst
thoracic vertebra, which were compressed under the
skull base.

2) Brain was completely absent while the bifurcated
spinal cord was exposured on its upper half. Cranial
nerves, of which peripheral part were existed, end in
neighboring soft tissue or anastomosed with cervical
nerves.

3) Marked enlargement or the liver was observed.

4) Absence of hypophysis and remarkable atrophy
of the adrenal glands, characteristic features of the
anencephalus, were observed in this case.

5) Profuse amount of amnionic fluid was detected

in delivery.
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Fig. 1. Posterior View

Fig. 3. Face Fig. 4. Internal Surface of the Skull Base.
Paired Cervical Nerves are Seen
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Fig. 6.
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Fig. 5. Eyeballs and Optic Nerves (Superior View)

Bifurcated Spinal Cord (Arrow Indicates

the Inferior Opening of the Aberrant Canal)

Fig. 7. Abdominal Cavity. Marked Enlarged Liver
is Seen
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Fig. 9. X-ray, Lateral View.

1) Mandible

2) Nasal bone

3) Vomer

4) Inferior nasal concha
5) Maxilla

6) Lacrimal bone

7) Palatine bone

8) Zygomatic bone

9) Frontal bone

10) Ethmoid bone

11) Tympanic bone

12) Malleus

13) Incus

14) Stapes

15) Sphenoid bone

16) Temporai bone Fig. 10. X-ray, P-A View.
17) Occipstal bone

18) Parietal bone

Fig. 8. Bones of the Skull, Seperated
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