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= Abstract =A human embryo obtained from a salpinx removed for the treatment of
tubal gestation was serially sectioned and observed. On gross examination, the embryo
showed three prominent pharyngeal arches, but not the cervical sinus. The upper arm
bud had just begun to appear with a slight elevation in the skin ectoderm. Both the an
terior and posterior neuropores had already been closed. The heart was at the cardiac
loop stage. The respiratory diverticulum, the dorsal pancreas and the beginning of the
omental bursa had appeared. In the pharyngeal region, the adenohypophyseal pocket
and the thyroid anlage were observed. The optic evagination showed no regional differ
entiation yet. From the above findings, we concluded that this embryo belonged to
Carnegie stage 12.
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INTRODUCTION

For the study of human development, es

pecially during the embryonic period in which
the developmental state changes rapidly from

time to time, a detailed description of the em

bryo with time sequence is thought to be el

ementary and prerequisite. Streeter previously

defined twenty-three age groups of human

embryos according to the morphological and

developmental status of the internal organs,

with a time interval of 2-3 days (Streeter 1942,

1945, 1948, 1951). To designate the age

groups, he borrowed the term "horizon" used

in archaeology and geology, and provided the

representative descriptions for horizons XI

through XXIII. The concept of Streeter's hor-
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izon has been widely accepted by many inve

stigators. In 1987, O'Rahilly and Miler re

examined and modified Streeter's horizons in

consideration of Streeter's own and other fol
lowing investigators' works, and renamed it the
"Carnegie staging system" (O'Rahilly and Miler

1987). Thus, it may be preferable to divide the

embryonic development of humans into
Carnegie stages 1 to 23, instead of Streeter's

horizons I to XXIII. Many descriptions and works

were done using these classifications of the

embryonic period, which enabled comparisons

not only of one's work to others, but also be

tween works on humans and those on exper

imental animals (Butler and Juurlink 1987).

Since the first description of a human em

bryo using the concept of developmental

staging by Chi and Lee(1980) in our country

many cases have been reported. However, they

are still so few in number that more de

scriptions of Korean embryos are required,
\

OM For such reasons, we report here a


















