The
Vol.

Seoul
Journal
of
Medicine
29, No. 1:45-53, March 1988

Changing Patterns of Cancer in Korea;
Six-Year Experience of Cancer Admissions in
the Beneficiaries of Korean Medical Insurance Corporation 1
Keun-Young Yoo, Yoon-Ok Ahn and Byung-Joo Park
Department of Preventive Medicine, College of Medicine, Seoul National University, Seoul 110-744, Korea

= Abstract = To

figure out the epidemiologic characteristics of cancer in Korea during recent
years, changing patterns of cancer admission - as a proxy of cancer morbidity - were
observed by analysing the cancer admission data of the beneficiaries of Korean Medical Insurance Corporation, 1981-1986. There was a marked increase in age-adjusted cancer admission (lCD 140-208), which was higher in male. Proportion indices of cancer admission (leo
140-208) to total admission was also increasing by year, suggesting a substantial increase in
cancer morbidity in Korea. In male, stomach, lung, liver and colorectum were the most common sites of cancer, while in female, stomach, uterine cervix, breast and colorectum were the
top four sites. The order of frequency was almost constant during the period. Epidemiological
characteristics of some selected cancer sites were briefly discussed.
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INTRODUCTION

In recent years in Korea, as in many western industrialized countries, chronic degenerative diseases have been more important health problems
than acute communicable diseases. Annual trends
in the causes of death certified by the government
are seen such that infectious diseases, like respiratory or gastrointestinal diseases, which were prevalent in 1960's, have been decreasing with continuous increase of chronic illnesses (KIPH 1983).
Malignant neoplasms ranked the 5th major cause
of death in 1960's, but has moved up to the 2nd in
1980's.
Unfortunately, we have no precise, nation-wide
data on cancer morbidity and/or mortality yet, because of no population-based cancer registry and
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low rate in vital registration (i.e. death certification
by doctor). In order to meet the need of figuring
out the epidemiological characteristics of cancer
morbidity among Koreans, authors analyzed changing patterns of cancer during recent 6 years,
observing cancer admissions in the beneficiaries of
Korean Medical Insurance Corporation (KMIC
1979-1986), as a proxy of cancer morbidity.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Authors analyzed the health insurance morbidity
data of the beneficiaries of KMIC from 1981 to
1986. The KMIC insurance system has been
adopted by the Government since July I, 1979. All
government employees, private school teachers
and staffs, and pensioners are to be insured with
their dependents. Demographic characteristics of
the study population were as follows; as of December 31, 1981, the total number of the beneficiaries
was 3,977 thousands, reaching to 4,329 thousands
in 1986. In other words, this insurance system has
covered about 10 per cent of the national popula-

