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Abstract

Discourse of the Self in the Coterie Magazine P’yeho —
Korean Literature in Early 1920s and the Idea of Self

Choe, Hyonhui

In many standardized treatises on the history of modern Korean literature, the literary
discourse in the early 1920s has been thought to be distinctly different from that of
former age. During the period, the literary writings, mainly published through three
major coterie magazines — Ch’angjo, P’yeho and Paekcho — had particularly focused
on the issues of self and art. Many researchers have thought that modernity could be
inseminated in Korean literature because major contributors of the magazines had been
seriously committed with the development of those concepts. At this point, it is
necessary to ask following questions: in the discursive sphere of the period, how were
the terms of self or art articulated? Was the way of articulation same with that of our
ages? If it was not, how did the writers of the period use the terms and attempt to
unfold the meaning of them?

In this paper, I focus on P’yeho because it was the first coterie magazine based on
literary society at Seoul. By examining it, overall atmosphere of Korean intellectuals
of the period seems to be transparently explained. In the discourse of P’yeho, the given
rules of society are perfectly denied while the idea of nature appears to synthesized
form of every value which had been excluded from society; nature is established to
be the sums of possibilities which have never been actualized yet. Nature, consequently
and paradoxically, remains in the state of eternal mystery. Along with this formation
process of the concept of nature, a subject who can manage to perceive this concept
discovers herself as a unique, idiosyncratic being. The nature, which cannot be
reduced, only can be sensed by the self, and by doing so, the self can exist in its

authentic way.
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In P’yeho, the practical way to sense nature is creating works of art. Kim Ok
thought that poetic diction must not be wound up with semiotics but become the state
of music; poetry cannot represent the mysterious nature through abstract meanings, but
only through music, which immediately impacts human sensibility, it can be the
vehicle carrying the mystery itself. While Kim was developing his view over poem
with his own interpretation of Symbolist methodology like this, Yom Sang-sop was
contriving ways to make the art a communication tool. Examining YOm’s writings on
self and art shows that discourse of self in P’yeho is not limited to artists’ individual

dimension but can be translated into the discourse of ethics, principles of new society.

Keywords: P’yeho, nature, self, art, modernity, episteme
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