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<Abstract>

King Yeongjo's Plans to Renovate the Daebo—-dan
Altar in 1749 and the Enshrinement of Three
Ming Dynasty Emperors

KIM HO

During the late Chosun dynasty period, the Daebo—dan( A#RIE) Altar was
the symbol of the Chosun public’s sense of Superiority (not replacing but)
succeeding the rightful Chinese dynasties(ilffr#E1:3%). The Daebo-dan
altar was first constructed in 1704 during the reign of King Sukjong, in
order to enshrine and honor the Ming emperor Shinjong(i#%%) who
dispatched troops to help the Chosun dynasty which was embroiled in a
conflict with the Japanese who invaded Chosun in 1592. Then the altar was
renovated during King Yeongjo's reign, and in 1749, the altar was enlarged
to make room for additional enshrinements of other Ming emperors such as
the dynasty founder Taejo(kii) and the last emperor Euijong(%:%). The
royal seats and chairs(ifi}ds i) were also newly designed with a feature
abiding by appropriate royal codes for the Emperors and the Empire.

The enlargement of the altar and the enshrinements of Ming emperors
were met by rather severe criticism launched by the vassals. But King
Yeongjo himself was intent on solidifying his role as the legitimate successor
of Chinese Superiority through arranging memorial services for the three
Ming emperors. He wanted to become an embodiment of a loyal citizen,
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abiding by moral obligations toward the great Ming dynasty. The concept
of loyalty toward the grand Ming was realized through several governmental
policies, such as King Hyojong's declaration of vengeance and the creation
of the Mandong-myo(#5#J#) shrine, or the construction of the Daebo-dan
altar during King Sukjong’s reign. The concept also served as the backbone
of a primary ideology shared by the Noron(if) faction members in their
securing a superior position inside the political arena.

Yet then, through renovating the Daebo-dan altar, King Yeongjo was
trying to seize an opportunity to newly define the leading authority of the
King as the leader of such loyal mentality which was firmly maintained
during the reigns of Kings Hyojong and Sukjong. He was trying to turn the
tides among political parties, taking an offensive position for the first time
against the Noron faction members, who had seized the government and led

the said mentality long since the era of Song Shi Yeol.
Key Words : Daebo—dan altar, Moral obligations regarding the Great Ming

dynasty, King Yeongjo, King Sukjong, Song—Shi-Yeol, the
Noron faction
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