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3) J. R. Hammond, An Edgar Allan Poe Companion, The Macmillan Press Ltd,
1981, p. 158 #=.

4) ..no one point in its composition is referrible either to accident or intuition——that
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5) ..that beauty is the sole legitimate province of the poem, p. 16

6) Beauty of whatever kind, in its supreme development, invariably excites the
sensitive soul to tears. p. 17.
.that intense and d)ure elevation of soul,

. 16.
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13) A skilful literary artist has constructed a tale. If wise, he has not fashioned
his thoughts to accommodate his incidents; but having conceived, with
deliberate care, a certain unique or single effect to be wrought out, he then
invents such incidents—-he then combines such events as many best aid him
in establishing this preconceived effect. (E 572.
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14) ..the lover..propounds themlqueries] half in superstition and half in that
species of despair which delights in self-torture; propounds them not
altogether because he believes in the prophetic or demoniac character of the
bird(which, reason assures him, is merely repeating a lesson learned by rote),
but because he experiences a frenzied pleasure in so modelling his questions as
to receive from the expected "Nevermore” the most delicious because the
most intolerable of sorro
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<Abstract>

Edgar Allan Poe’s Influence on Lee, Tae-jun’s
“The Crow”

Kim, Myong-Yol

It is evident that Poe's “The Raven” influenced Lee, Tae—jun’s short
story “The Crow”; the hero of the story mentions Poe, “The Raven,” and
Lenore in a soliloquy. Besides this internal evidence, one of Lee’s articles for
a daily newspaper hints at his indebtedness to the poem for the conception
of the story. Also a close reading of Lee's other writings shows that he
was well aware of Poe’s works——not only his popular tales and poems but
also such critical writings as “The Philosophy of Composition” and his
review of “Hawthorne’s Tivice-Told Tales.” This paper purports to examine
the text of Lee’s story to determine the extent of his indebtedness to Poe'’s
poem and to find out what he created himself for the story.

As Poe did in “The Raven,” Lee features in his story a crow as a bird
of ill omen and a female character who is dying young. But the similarity
between the two works ends there. Instead of Poe’s somber, fantastic, and
grotesque atmosphere and bizarre estheticism, Lee opts for a very realistic
vein for the narrative—-his heroine is not a personification of ideal beauty,
nor is his bird capable of human speech.

Lee's story has two layers of meaning. At the surface level, it is a story
of a poor writer who retreats to a secluded village where he befriends a

young woman for a short period of time before she dies of tuberculosis. But
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the story can also be read as a metaphor for the difficulties Lee faces as
an artist harassed by Japanese colonialization on the one hand and
ideological conflicts on the other. Read in this way, it reveals Lee's
determination to brave the difficulties that loom large in his future and to
maintain his artistic integrity with stoic fortitude.

The analysis shows that Lee’s indebtedness to Poe’s poem is not
substantial. He borrows from it only the basic frame for his story and he
fills it with his own stuff. And while Poe tends to escape into fantasy and
arcane lore, Lee is firmly anchored to the hard realities of his days. So all
in all, we can conclude that Lee’s story is a creative variation, not a mere

prose rendition, of Poe’s poem.

Key Words : influence, estheticism, colonialism, creative variation
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