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{Abstract)

A Study on the Local Power Elite Groups and
the Reformist Youth Groups in Buyeo County
and Nonsan County in the Period of the

Japanese Colonial Rule

Ji, Soo-gol *

This study aims at three objectives: First, it examines and describes the
existence and diversification of the local power elite groups and the
reformist youth groups under the Japanese Colonial Rule. Second, it shows
clearly the political boundary between the local power elite groups and the
reformist youth groups. Third, it describes what political activities the both
groups were engaged in after the liberation. I examined the cases found in
Buyeo County and Nonsan County, and reached at four conclusions. First,
the local power elite groups and the reformist youth groups began to divide
in their political orientation significantly after a series of “reformist (or
progressive) movements” by the youth groups in the mid 1920s. Second, a
strong antagonistic relations between two groups developed through the
early phase of “the Singanho (Samchong) dissolution struggle” (“revolutionary
mass organizing movement”). Third, their political differences and demarcations
can be clearly found in their activities, such as peasant tenants struggles,

organized peasant movement, petition movements, and “thought leading”

* Professor, Department of History Education, Gongju University
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activities-ideological propaganda activities. Fourth, after the liberation, the
local power elite groups led the rightist political activities and the reformist
youth groups led the leftist political activities.

Key Words : bureaucrats-local elites ruling system, reformist movement

by youth groups, reformist youth groups
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