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SUMMARY

This study was conducted to identify flowering period of honey-producing
woody plants in Korea and classify them into major and minor honey-producing
and pollen-collecting plants. A total of 754 woody species (1,323 taxa) grow in
Korea and 198 species (26.3%) are classified into honey plants. Rosaceae included
the most abundant 32 species of honey plants, and Leguminosae contains 15
species. Caprifoliaceae contains 10 species, while both Salicaceae and Rutaceae
contain 9 species each. The 66 species (33%) flower in May, while 55 species
(28%) flower in June, and 48 species (24%) flower in April, which indicates that a
total of 151 species (76%) flower from April to June. The 25 species are classified
into major honey-producing woody plants, while 153 species into minor honey
plants, The number of pollen-collecting plants are 40, of which 18 species are
classified into major pollen—collecting woody plants. Robinia pseudoacacia is the
most important honey plant in Korea, and Castanea is the second most important
honey plant. Lespedeza was the third important honey plants until 1970’s, but is
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now classified into minor honey plants. Recently Styrax japonica and Ligustrum

obtusifolium increases in number and may be classified into major honey plants.
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