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ABSTRACT

Huang Zongxi(®{5<%%)’s Doctrine of ‘Limited’

Innate Goodness and the Restraint of Power

Yi, Hye-Gyung

This paper examines Huang Zongxi’s doctrine of innate goodness
in detail and considers its meaning. Huang Zongxi recognized the
moral weakness and wickedness of humanity. He therefore focused
on establishing institutionalized mechanisms which would ensure that
the moral weakness of a ruler would not lead to a tragic history.
Huang Zongxi stressed the importance of laws and systems, but also
continued to have faith in the innate goodness of humanity. This
goodness, however, was not regarded as complete a priori, as
argued by the Neo-Confuciansm of Cheng-Zhu(R24:MEIEY). Huang
Zongxi, for whom all things existing between the heavens and earth
resulted from the movement of chi(%), also regarded the human
mind as a product of chi. Goodness is regarded as a characteristic
of the human species, but the amount of that goodness we are born
with is small indeed. Moral development therefore involves the
process whereby this amount of goodness is increased through a
posteriori effort. Humans, who are incomplete and never free from
lack or excess, are always prone to make mistakes. This is why
individuals must continue to better themselves and supplement each

other’s shortcomings. The focus of Huang Zongxi’s institutionalized
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mechanisms is to maintain a system of checks and balances which
restrain the abuse of power. Humanity’s moral development and the
supplementation of weaknesses takes place through cooperation, both
synchronic and diachronic, and this is possible because individuals
have goodness within them. This innate goodness may be weak, but
its existence allows people to continue with the legacy of their
forbearers amidst hardship, and to aspire to a better world.

Keywords: Huang Zongxi, Theory of Innate Goodness, Huang
Zongxi’s Understanding of the Mendcius( i 1l





