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ABSTRACT

Spinoza’s Metaethics

Kang, Hi-Kyung

Spinoza’s metaethics has been asserted as an immoralism which 
does away with ethics or at least as an ethical relativism or 
subjectivism which does not acknowledge any objective ethics as it 
holds that Nature is necessitated and there is neither good nor evil 
in Nature. It does not aim at abrogating ethics, nor does it aim at 
disclaiming objective ethics, however. On the contrary, Spinoza 
constructs his own ethics that is relative to ourselves and the model 
of human nature which we propose for ourselves but that is plainly 
universal, objective and true. He only intends to say that his ethics 
is ethics for ourselves. It is the aim of Spinoza’s metaethics to 
eliminate the teleological illusion that we project the ethics we 
propose for ourselves onto Nature and that we desire of Nature 
what we desire of ourselves. 
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