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ABSTRACT

Schopenhauer’s Metaphysical View of Desire

Park, Chan-Kook

This article examines Schopenhauer’s view of desire, its problems
and how we can cope with these problems. According to
Schopenhauer, the lives of all beings inclusive of human beings are
determined by their desire for preservation of the self and species;
these desires are expressions of the cosmic Will as the
thing-in-itself. In the world, all individual beings and species
struggle against each another in order to satisfy their own infinite
desires, and so this world is the worst world among the worlds that
can be conceived. The way that Schopenhauer is advocating as the
ultimate way of overcoming this desires is to negate desire by
reason. However, this is not only contradictory to his own
philosophical position, in which reason is see as an instrument of
desire for the preservation of self and species, but also means that
his philosophy is degraded to the traditional dualism that opposes
the reason for desires.

At the end of this article, we examine Erich Fromm’s view of
desire briefly as a more persuasive position that copes with these
problems. Fromm considered that reason is not opposed to desire,
as Schopenhauer did; additionally western traditional dualism insists,

that the productive and affirmative desires combined with sound
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reason are opposed to the destructive and negative desires combined
with unsound reason.

Keywords: Schopenhauer, Erich Fromm, Will, Desire, Pain,
Happiness





