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Abstract

Some Considerations for Korean Army in Multi-Ethnic and
Multi-Cultural Era

Kim, Kwang—Ok*

Korea as a whole is being radically transformed to a so-called multi-national state
as inter-national marriage and foreign immigrants are sharply increasing. At the
same time, it is noted that the number of returning young people educated abroad is
distinctively increasing. In this regard, it is expected that Korean army, as in other sectors
of the whole society, will be consisted by soldiers of various bio-ethnic background and
cultural diversity accordingly. Therefore it is urgent to predict possibile tension and
conflict among soldiers and try to find out proper solution. We need to develop social
educational programs to popularize the idea of multi-national community and multi-
culturalism on the one hand and to eliminate the deeply rooted racial prejudice and
ethnic and cultural nationalism based upon the imagination of pure-blood. Further
more, the army has to refine its institutional structure and system to accommodate
various cultural abilities of those educated abreaod as well as physical/biological
specifics of those ‘mixed blood’ children’ so that they are transformed to be positive
cultural resources and capitals to elevate the functional efficiency of the army. Through
the cooperation with the civil society, the Korean army should develop educational
programs and systems to practice multi-culturalism as the army will increase its role
as peace-keeping service army not only for social service but also for various rescue

activities in natural disasters like earthquakes and flood, and socio-political dispute

*  Professor of Anthropology dept. at Seoul National University
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regions abroad.
Keywords: Mixed-blood, study abroad at early age, multi-national army, idea of pure-

blood, ethnic-nationalism, multi-culturalism, racial prejudice, army as

social servoce force, ada[tove strategy, cultural capital






