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Abstract

The Continuity and Discontinuity of the
Government-Initiated Economic Development
Policy: Based on the Experience of Economic

Elites

Seung-Yeon Han

This essay examines the experience of economic elites in the government-initiated
economic development policy in order to determine if there is any relationship be-
tween the government-initiated economic development policy in the developmental
period compared to the period at the end of the Japanese occupation. Above all, many
of the Ministers and the vice-Ministers of economic planning board have experienced
imperialism through education or bureaucratic experience under Japanese rule, but
few participated in the planned economic policy at the end of the Japanese colonial
rule. They came to realize the urgent need of modernization through their study or
training in the United States after the liberation of Korea. Also, the actual leaders who
created the economic development plan did not have social experience under the
Japanese government, but instead had experienced American-style modernization
while taking undergraduate or graduate courses in Korea or the United States. In this
respect, it may be safe to say that there is a strong tendency of discontinuity between

economic development under Japanese rule and that after the independence of Korea.

[Key words: Government-Initiated Economic Development Policy, Economic

Development Planning, Economic Elite, Economic Bureaucrat]



