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Abstract

Study on Reforming the National Qualification
Certification Scheme
with Special Reference to Technology

Haesoo Kwon - Young—Bum Park

The relationship between the government and the private sector should be
reestablished and the linkage between the labor market and the education/training
market should be strengthened in order to build a future-looking national certification
scheme serving a knowledge-based society that recognizes the ability above all. This
study proposes a way to reform a participating national certification scheme in
technology where demand plays a vital role.

The National Qualification Certification Scheme (NQCS) should be reformed in the
following ways:

(1) The NQCS should be reconstructed to promote lifelong skill aquisition by
everyone, including irregular workers and the unemployed, instead of focusing on
evaluating entry-level workers.

(2) The NQCS should be changed from a scheme led by the government that the
private sector participates in to one led by the private sector supported by
government.

(3) Classroom tests should be reduced. Instead, on-the-job skills should be
recognized more.

(4) Some certifications should be integrated.

(5) A national occupational ability standard should be established.

The study suggests the following detailed reforms of the NQCS:

(1) The number of qualification grades should be reduced.

(2) The requirement should be changed from minimum years of education and
work experience to minimum training courses and on-the-job training.

(3) Evaluation at the workplace should be strengthened.

(4) Private qualification certification organizations that manage the NQCS on behalf
of the government should be given an increased role.

(5) A structure for evaluating workplace ability should be established.

(6) The existing institutions involved in the NQCS should be re-organized.

[Key words: Qualification, Qualification certification scheme, government certified
qualification, private-sector-recognized qualification, qualification
evaluation]



