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Abstract

A Study on Inter—Ministerial Competition in the
Content Industry of Korea

Dongwook Kim-Kun Yoon-Kwangho Jung

This study's purpose is to describe the inter-ministerial competition in the content
industry and suggest implications for content industry policies. The content industry
is currently anemerging industryand is regarded as one of the strategic industries in
Korea. Therefore, many related ministries and agencies are competing to expand their
jurisdiction by taking charge of promotional and regulatory functions for the new
industry, establishing or changing related laws, organizations, and programs. The
Ministry of Tourism and Culture, the Korean Broadcasting Commission, the Ministry
of Information and Communication, the Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Energy,
the Fair Trade Commission of Korea, and related agencies are competing to take
charge of the promotional and regulatory functions for the content industry. This
competition may have positive effects in the realms of creative ideas, organizational
innovation, and checks and balances. On the other hand, the competition may also
cause negative effects in the aspects of policy inconsistency, duplicated budget
expenditures, and postponing launch of new services. Therefore, the Korean
government should investigate both the positive and negative effects of the ministerial
competition and should endeavor to reveal whether or not the competition is helpful
for the content industry’'s development. In particular, if the negative effects seriously
harm the content industry, the government should devise alternatives like cooperation
between agencies, coordination by a higher-level agency, and reorganiziation into a
unified agency. Cooperation and coordination have not worked well and a
government organizational redesign of the content industry is suggested for the new

presidential administration to be inaugurated February, 2008.

[Key words: agency competition, jurisdictional competition, content, content

industry, media convergence]



