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Abstract

A Study on the Alternatives for Qualifications
Review in the Appointment of Senior Civil
Servants in Special Service

Soon Young Choi

In Special Service such as Public Prosecutors, Police, Fire, Foreign, Civilian and
Non-Civilian Military Service, Review or Screen Committee independent from each
department or agency does not exist, while in the appointment to senior executives
of Grade 3 and above in General Service, Civil Service Commission's review or screen
is obligatory, followed by the Presidential Appointment. Accordingly, it is necessary
to build 'screening committee, composed of independent and neutral members' to re-
view the candidates' qualifications prior to the Presidential Appointment, in the proc-
ess of appointment and promotion to senior executives in Special Service. Passing
scrutiny by independent committee or board can contribute to ensure not only the
validity and transparency but also merit system protection of the appointment and
promotion to senior executives in Special Service.

This paper presents two leading alternatives for screening the appointment and
promotion of senior executives in Special Service. : 1) the current Civil Service
Commission's review or involvement, including devising "Peer Review Board,, the
same review system as QRB of SES, established in the federal government by the
Civil Service Reform Act of 1978 in the United States, ii)Establishing "Qualifications
Review Board for Special Service). Each alternative has both strength and weakness.

Further discussion is required to choose a final alternative.

[Key words: senior civil servants in Special Service, Independent Qualifications

Review Board, spoils system, merit system}



