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Abstract

Institutionalizing the National Assembly in Korea,
1948-2006: Focusing on Legislature-Executive
Relationships

Cheongsin Kim - Yong—duck Jung

This article explores developments in the Korea's National Assembly from its foun-
dation to the present. The empirical analysis shows that the legislature has radically
fluctuated in its major functions (including legislation, budget deliberations, admin-
istrative oversights, and political recruitment) and its politico-administrative structure
(including emergence of divided governments, institutionalization of committees, and
administrative infrastructure). While the Assembly actively functioned during the
First and Second Republic (1948-1961), it was severely suppressed during the Fourth
and the Fifth Republic (1972-1987). Since the Sixth Republic (1988-present), however,
the Assembly has been continuously revitalized and strengthened in terms of in-
stitutionalization as well as practice. It is presumed that the fluctuation of the
Assembly impacted on the stateness in Korea: its activism of the Assembly during
the first stage wakened the state autonomy; its suppression contributed to in-
stitutionalization of the strong stateness; and its revitalization since 1987 has con-

tributed to undermining the state autonomy.

[Key words: National Assembly, legislature-executive relations, administration of

legislature, state autonomy]



