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Abstract

A Comparative Study on Korean and Chinese ‘Public’
Cuiture: Organizational Viewpoint

Ha-Young Jung

In the organizational theory, here are not many published articles comparing
Korean and Chinese public culture in terms of publicness or public good. This paper is
to examine the concept of publicness in the context of Western social science, and then
investigate the same concept in the context of East Asian philosophy. After carefully
reviewing the family structure in Korea and China, the paper continues to compare
their public culture through organizational viewpoint. The findings are followings:
First, Once the Chinese have their private right (or own shares) in the group, they have
the public sense of connection based on accumulated private right. In the meantime,
private right is not accepted in Korea but the Koreans have the publicness of Uli (us)
according to their original group. In short, the Chinese tend to rely on their
organization and come to self-reliance, at the same time they are both self-active and
dispersive. On the other hand, the Koreans tend to depend on authoritarianism
including the centralization of power, the rank system, and the principle of
standardization. Second, whereas the Chinese tend to have the publicness of power,
the Koreans tend to do the publicness of authority. The Chinese leader°@s source of
publicness of power comes from their job-performance ability and fairness, but the
Korean leader’s one of publicness of authority does from the instinct of self-
preservation and the aspiration for government post. Third, the Chinese like the
publicness of average, which is equal, but the Koreans like the publicness of
justification, which is discriminative. The Chinese administrative organization prefers
the principle of average and the principle of job-performance ability, whereas the

Korean one considers discriminative rank system.
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