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Abstract

A Study on Unmanageability of Administration in
Chosun Dynasty: Centered on System Collapse
Process at the End of Chosun Dynasty

Kwang—Seok Lee

This paper aims at the explanation as to why Chosun Dynasty was easily
collapsed. In order to explain the reason, this paper adopts so-called New Left
framework. Based on this schema, state has three kinds of function: system-main-
tenance function, accumulation function, and legitimation function. At the end of
Chosun Dynasty, these functions did not work well and caused some conflicts among
one another, which means that the Dynasty had lost the capacity of manageability
in governing. It resulted from the change of accumulation structure: from agricultural
society to the one with capitalistic elements. In the change process, Chosun govern-
ment did not show manageability in the governing and the elite group in the govern-
ment did not cope with the situation properly and searched for their own interest
(SeDo politics), which led people (intellectual or masses) to find new legitimation
function. This paper tries to explain incompetency at the end of Chosun Dynasty by

introducing the concept of unmanageability.

[Key words: ystem-maintenance function, accumulation function, legitimation

function, unmanageability]



