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Abstract

Reflections of Korean Local Autonomy and Tasks for Local
Government Innovation

Young-Pyoung Chun

With the proclamation of Local Decentralization Road Map by the Participation
Government, it seemed that Korean local autonomy system has been drastically changing to
a substantial decentralization and local innovation system. However there is no guaranty
that the government's localization policy will bring grass—root democracy as well as
prosperity of local societies. Indeed, Korean local autonomy has been stained by local
politics, mayor—owned administration, bureaucratic rigidity, low citizen participation and so
on. This study identified ten fallacies of past Korean local autonomy and problems of
decentralization movements, and stressed the urgent needs for innovation of local
governments. Several strategic tasks for the innovation are drawn on the basis of reflective

local autonomy idea.

[Key words : Local Autonomy, Local Innovation, Decentralization, Local Government]



