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= Abstract =Four autopsy cases with nasopharyngeal teratoma were presented. Three
cases were stillborns and one case survived for five minutes. All four cases showed a bulky
protruding mass out of the oral cavity which arose in the hard palate. One case showed the
destruction of the skull base and intracranial extension. Microscopically, the masses showed
predominantly immature neuroepithelial components and some mature and immature ele
ments of the parenchymal organs, such as liver, gastrointestinal tract and pancreas. One of
the four cases was associated with unilateral renal agensis. The characteristics and histogene
sis of nasopharyngeal teratoma are discussed.
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INTRODUCTION

Nasopharyngeal teratoma is a rare congenital
tumor which often shows an impressive and
grotesque appearance of a large solid and cystic
mass protruding from the oral cavity(Ahlfeld,
1875; Ewing, 1942; Ehrich 1945; Hatzihaberis
et al.,1978). It is commonly called "epiqnathus."
that is, "epi" plus "gnathos" meaning jaw in
Greek. There has been a dispute whether it is
teratoma or parasitic twin because it shows wel
l-differentiated gross features or histology and
occasionally is connected to the host(autosite)
by an umbilical cord(Ahlfeld 1875; Ewing 1942;
Ehrich 1945). Most of the fetuses bearing a
nasopharyngeal teratoma or an epignathous
tumor are stillborn and only rarely occur in chil
dren over the age of two(Batsakis, 1979; Gnepp
1986). The tumor occasionally extends to the in
tracranium. Most nasopharyngeal teratomas con
tain an immature somatic structure, especially
primitive neuroepithelial components. However,
true malignancy in a child has never been repor
ted(Foxwell & Kelham 1958; Calcaterra, 1969;
Hawkins & Park, 1972; Budrawy et al., 1973). In

view of the rarity of this entity, we present four
autopsy cases with congenital nasopharyngeal
teratoma and also discuss the histogenesis.

CASE REPORT

Case 1
This case was a 32-week-old male fetus who

was prematurely delivered vaginally and survived
for five minutes. During antenatal care, maternal
hydramnios was noted. The birth weight was
2200gm. On autopsy, a huge protruding mass
from the oral cavity was seen, measuring 12.5
X 10.6 X 7.5cm (Fig. 1). The mass was multi
lobulated and partially cystic and partially solid.
However, no human-like gross appearance was
seen. On sagittal section, the mass was
attached to the midline of the hard palate.
Agenesis of the right kidney, an accessory
spleen and an undescended testis were found in
the abdominal cavity. Microscopically, the epig
nathus was teratoma consisting of primitive neu
ral tubes, glial tissue, choroid plexus, liver,
spleen, gastrointestinal tract wall, retinal pigment
epithelium, salivary glands, bones, teeth and skin
(Fig. 2 & 3). There was no axial or appendicular






















